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The Tramway Museum Society of Victoria Ltd. was founded in 1963 as

a voluntary non-profit organisation to preserve Victoria's Tramway
Heritage.

Running Journal is published bi-monthly and issued free to members.
Subscriptions for non-membeis ($2.50 p.a.) are obtainable from-
"Running Journal Subscriptions", 55 Baird Street, Brighton 3186.

Editors: Messrs. A. Howlett and G. Breydon,2O4 Carlisle Street,
Balaclava 3183.

Membership enquiries: Mr. B. George, 16 Saladin Ave., Glen Waverley 3150.
Hon. Secretary: Mr. L.N. Millar, 16 Lodge Road, Hartwell 3124.
Registered Office: 332 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000.
Museum premises: Union Lane, Bylands 3600.

COVER:
Sydney Road Coburg looking south from
Bell Street with a horse tram bound for t
Brunswick cable tram terminus at
Road. The horse trams were established
the Northern Tramway Company in 1

Purchased by the Coburg Council in 191 1

they operated until 1916 when replaced
the electric trams of the Melbourne
wick and Coburg Tramways Trust.

Luna Park opened on a Friday the
( December 191 1 ) but despite this choice
opening dates it has been a popular desti
tion for merrymakers on public transport
the district ever since.

A Kintrak omnibus pauses at an M & M T
tramstop before government regulation
restricted pirate activity.

A selection of Trak and Kintrak tickas.
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In the recent State Government budget f,6.5 million was al]ocated
to the debt ridden tremwa.ys but for years tramways legislation was
puni1;-i.vs instead of proviCing assistance for public transport. Dcm-
petition with private bus operaiors in the 1920ts also took its toLl on
tramway finances.

All students of transport will be aware of the U.K. act of 1870,
The Tramways Act, that not cnly affected the U.K. but was copied in
other parts of the world ioo. This was drafted in horse tram da.ys when
ii was felt that the horse tram operators should not only maintain the
tracks but aLso J-B incires on either side of them. The horses hocves
were supposed to be weering away the road between the tracks ao they
should pay fqr it. These acts carried on r,rell- into the electric era
and have only recently ceased in Mel-bourne. Not only was the centre
of the road maintained but also rates paid to the respective councils
too.

While many undertak5-ngs were burdened with the I87O Act few could
have an act so loaded against them as tt're Tramways own act which -incor-
porated the 1870 act and added a few interesting sections of i.ts own
too. Look at Sectiort BB.

The Board, under this section had to provide to the Consolidated
Revenue of the State of Victoria in each year a sum equal to the amount
dj.aimbursed by the State Tteasurer in connection with'the-,Queenf s Memor-
iaL lnfectious Diseases Hcspitalr The Metropolitan Fire Brigade, anJ
the Municipalities pursuant to the Lieensing Act of 1915. Th.e payments
varied frsm year to yeat with the first payment in L92O of f,55r783.
This carried on up to the lst October 1954 by which time the sum of
g.4r28lrJ-B9 had been paid, in effect a tax upon the users of public trans-
port. The remark in the Boardrs AnnuaL Report of f955 is a ma'bterpiece
of understatement;rrThe Board records with pleasure that by Act No.5814
of L954 the Boa;l is relieved of these payments from Ist 0ctober 1954il.
These payments had carried on even during the Depression Vears when men
had to be laid off work in an attempt to make ends meet, and the Board
had to borrow money. In effect it involved giving the Government money
with one hand and the bclrrowiirg of money at interest with the otherr so
that by 1954 the Boardrs deb';s consisted of f,5r083r2O2. It was further
caJ.culated by the Board that if the sarne interest rated had been charged
on the money paid to the worthy causes the total would have totalled
f,9 miJ-lionr Quite a sum.

The act also contains interesting sections affecting such things
as provision for depreciationr or rather the lack of it" In all it is
interesting to speculate what the position of the Board would be now
had the acts been drafted in a fairer manner.

Another bone of contention in the formative years of the Board was
the competition between tfre Board and the private operators that were
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entering brs,inoes at thie time. Two factors ceused this, ".,rre major
one being the end of the first world war in 19]8 and the eecond which
gave them E helping hand waa the Tramways strike in L924. As it turn-
ed out, the man who was the centre of the strike mislead thE Union
according to the press and the strike did a considerable . naount of
harm.

Men during the vrar acquired new skilts, including the ability
to drive and service motor vehicles so with their gratuities they put
this skill to good use by purchasS-ng a lorry or a bus and putting it
on the road in competition with the established operators. In most
cases these men lacked any financial skiJ.l or business knowledge.

To put a bus on the road was a simple business. The intending
operator simply applied to the Hackney Carriage Committee of the
council for a licence. This cost 5/A per seat with a maximum of f,,3
B yeax, 5/B each for the driver and conductorrs licences and'I,/0 for
the owner. 5o to put a 33 seater bus, with a capacity of 33, he paid
fl3.LI.0, Iess than 2/2d. a seat, and was allowed to operate without
further hinderance.

The Tramways Board on the other hand who wished to operate buses
under its Act, had to arrange with the Councils concern€d to strengthen
and improve the road and pay its share of the cost. Therefore, whether
it be tram or bus the Board was caught for road costs. 0n the other
hand it wae the private operators, both bus and lorry, with their
soLid tyres that wrecked havoc with the road surface. It wae the road
costs caused by these operators and the fact that it wa6 realised
that the Tramways had paid enough that was in the Eoardrs favour dur-
ing the forthcoming confrontation.

The private operators at the outset had a good press image, after
aII they were ex-servicemen o There were many pictures of them in
uniformg with medaLs gJ.istening on their chestsr Ers they got ready to
do battle with their next foes, the established operators. Good rornah-
tic stuffl The most outstanding of these men was a Mr. Knight, the
owner of Kintrak buses. It was he who eventually became the spokesman
for the private operators with the result that a lot of the press cut-
tings quote either his statements or those of the Boardrs Chairman, at
the time Mr. Cameron, both tough men.

Typical of the pxess comment of the day is this one stating how
the Toorak service had improved since a private operator had taken over
that service during the tram strike that lasted from 5th May to 19th
May 1924 with disasterous results for the industry. rrThe eleepy old
cable tram chsrges 3d. from the terminus to the cityl and occupies 32
minutes on the run. The bus charges 5d. and takes 17 minutes. The
bus service is made up of one real bus and a number of chilly chara-
bancs. But the buses are crowded and the trams relatively deserted
except for an hout or so in the evening. And so even with electric
trams on this route the buses would stil-l put it over the Tramways
Boardll .
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Route

Brighton Rd.
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putting it ovex tfre Tramways

Pasgenqere carried
June 1922

698 ,446
5O4,687

r,r2r,77B
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Foerd tss the figures
Passenqers carried
!g€-IES.

395, 3l-3
394,558
958, B0r

In June 1924 there were 31 services operating in the Metropolitan
area ranging from many one man owned and operated services to the
Kintrak bus company, which at that time operated 14 busBs. Services
ran as far afield aB Broadmeadows, 0akleigh, Balwyn and GeelonE. The
names wetre good too, Trak, Kintrak, BLue Check, Autor tsnd a host of
others now faded into the pages of history.

It waa not only the Tramways that had troubl-e, the Victarian
Railways also had their share as they were busy spending money elec-
trifying the suburban railway system. A cutting is typical of the
period. rtln May 1924 a service was introduced from Belgrave to
MeJ-bourne leaving Belgrave at II drm. and 3 p.m. It Leaves Flinders
Street at 1 p.m. and 5.30 p.ffi. A fare of 3/O was charged for the
hour and a quarter journey and was 7d. cheaper than the trip to Fern-
tree Gu1ly. The service was operated by a Reo bus, L5 seater, and was
to be followed by two morerr. It was obvj-ous that something had to
be done. The arguments by both sides were fierce and the rnerits of
even wasting money on electrifying the cebLe system was hotly debated
in the press. Figures wexe quoted showing the losses on the lJ.K.
tramways of the period. What is not said of course is that the U.K,
operators were also having trouble with rrThe Piratesrr who took their
paseengers when it suited them. In faet the U.K. hias slower than
Melbourne in tackling the problem as the U.K. did not act until 1933.

The lobbying vtas fierce, firstly on councif leveI and later to
State Government level. The councils were concerned about the state of
their toads and the fact that they biere getting no compensatj.on. It
was felt that the Tramways more than paid their share and the press
in those days even uranted the hospital- payments stopped, but to no
avail. Regulation had to come, after all there wexe 3 bus companies
opereting in competj-tion tvith the cable trams in 5t. Kil-da Road alone.

The Tramways entered the act too by putting a bus servj-ce onto
the road on 3rd Janu ary 1925 in competition with the Trak bus route
No. 5, Melbourne-Elsternwick. There are pictures of 1ively scenBs at
Elsternwick as the operators fouqht for business.

After a lot of debate the Motor Bus Act came into force on Lst
February 1925 amid cries of anguish from the vanquished and chuckles
from the victors. It was stated that the then Premier, M!. Goudie,
represented a country area and was not interested in the city dweLJ-er
who was most invoLved with the problem. It was left to the Attorney
General-, Mr. Eggleston, member for St. Kilda, and an area affected
by the Avt, to defend the State Governmentrs actions against the
critics including the vocaJ- Mr, Knight. There was a lively meeting
at CauLfieJ"d Town Hall with 1500 people there; the age of apathy
was not with them then.
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Mr. Knight fought to the end after many
conductresaeg handed out leaflets. He closed
3lst January 1925 despite the connnents by Mr.
over reacting.

DEEEMBER L972

liveIy meetAngs and his
his services down on
Eggleston that he was

The Act fixed the dimensions of the buses which should not ex-
ceed 28t in length, Btin widthr 5 tons unladen weight or B tons
laden. It did not apply to buses taking less than 12 passengers and
this led to speculations as to whether the city wouLd be flooded
with rnini-buses to get around the regulations. There wete also pro-
visions for insurance and the use of soJ-id tyres.

The routes themselves were fixed by the Motor Bus Advieory Board
and in the ttAgen of lzth February L925 there appears two interesting
maps. One shows the route pattern before the Act with 68 routes and
afterwards with 50 new routes with the claim by the Authorities that
the buses were not driven off the road but had been relocated giving
the public better service. Strangely after this the issue.seems to
have died a natural death as the new services settled down. More new
transport topics dominated the pxess and these will follow in later
articJ-es.

I wish to extend my thanks to Bob Prentice for his aesistenee
in providing material for the article and also the late Arnold Newton
of the Tramways Board.

FIP,,E ENGINI PRESERVATICN
Material sources: Press cuttings and M. & M.T.B. Annual Re orts.

The Historic Fire Enqine Associatio@ is an Australia-
wider non profitr social organisation eet up to encourage the preser-
vation of old fire engines, oLd fire fighting equipment and historical
date; aLso to assist those who have this interest.

It originated in L959 when a group of vintage car enthusiasts
who had independently purchased retired fire engines from the N.5.!V.
Fire Brigade, met in Sydney to form an Association to cater for folk
who shared their interest.

In tlay L969 Fred G. Penny of Ferntree Gully, a fire buff of many
years, became the first Victorian member"

Then the mammoth task of researching Australian Brigade histor-
ies was started; fleet lists had to be compiled back to the earliest
of timesl and mountains of magazines had to be checked for clues to
early imported vehicles. During this procesEi many priceless photo-
graphs came to 1ight.

AIl oJ.d station sites have been checked for buildinos stilJ.
standing and converted for private USEr
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Membere throughout Austrelasie own over 40 appliances of such
well knowr|"makes es Dennis, Leyland, Albion, Garford, Hale, Gwynne,
Dodge, EEe'6x, Buick, Coveniry-Lliru", Chevroletl Diamond r. End-LaFrance
of Whl 2 fame, The last two served the S.A. Fire Brigade wElI end noh,
belong tg .the Associetion rren blocrf .

In Victoria is the oldest and by far the largest appliance, the
1907 John Morris & Co. Magirus 87 ft, wooden Ladder, known to thefrOldiesn as the Gas Ladder, which up to L954 wae operated by Carbonic
Acid Gas, and was originarry drawn by two horses. An ex CFBB L92g
Chevrolet chassis is having its original HoLden of 5.A. bodywork xE-
built; also in the Victorian preserved fleet is the well known L923
Berwick Buick. The oldest motor pump is the MFBts first 1914 Dennis,
still on its solid tyres. This vehicl-e is the same model eE] the
Airfix Kit .of several years agor and will be restored to its original
condition, unfortunately its own 40 HP Vr/hite & Poppe engine has 6een
changed, but all other parts are complete for as the saying goesrrthey
builtrem solid in them daysr'. Two Dennis (ex NSld Fire Brigade) are
nearbyr one is the vehicle used in the Heinz-aide TV commercieJ., a
1925 Dennis is awaiting its 25o 9a1. pump; the other, a l93d DennisfrAce[ is complete and running. There is also a larger L92G Dennis
with a 250 gal. Tamini pump known to have been in service in Queenslandfor many ye€r6. Altogether a most preasing selection, and with agreat deal of effort wiJ.] become a parade to be proud of.

The ex MFB Pierce-Arrow which once belonged to Dame NelLie Melba,
has been traced and the chassis of the AEC TTL of 1922 stitl on sdids
is under cover awaiting restoratj-bn.

Some of the famous Hotchkisses are now owned and raltied by mem-
bers of the V. E i C .- of Victoria.

An executive commitee has been formed to operate the Victorian
Branch of the H.F.E.A.A. here in Melbourner, and secretary, Fred G.
Penny would be happy to he6r from interested persons on 758 19BB at any
time.

KILMCTIE-AN CUI-LINE HISTORY

Victoria t s Tramway Museum is located at Bylands in the Shire of
Kilmore some 32 miles north of Melbourne. Kilmore is Victoriafs
oldest inland town and it is hoped that in coming issues of Running
Journal readers can be given an introduction to ifre historical sig-
nificance of this area, which played a most important role in
Victoriars early history.

It is thought the first white people to visit what is today
Kilmore were Hume and HoveII on their return trip towards Sydney in
LA24. Following the explorers cane the overlanders, with their herds
and possessions. Names like Hawdon, Gardiner and Hepburn, which are
wel-J. known in the very early history of the State, passed through
the Kilmore area on their way to Melbourne.



PAGE 8 RUNNING JOURNAL DECEMBER 1972

About the end of the year 1837 Dr. Richard Hamlyn estabJ.isheda station on the Dty Creek, and grazed his flocks ou6. the area wherethe town of Kilmore later sprang up. In the early l840ts the infanttown of Kilmore emerged from th; bushland -"a-gi.ir"irv l""ri.J";;;p"
and form. It is significant that l{ilmore is Victoriats oldest inlandtown. Some of the buildings which remain, bear witness not so muchto architecturar merit, but to history. Kilmore arose, rike manyot.jrar smal.L settlements along the tra-k, such as Benalia, Mitcheil
f,3-';.rssing, sugarroaf creek anJ so on, to serve ino=. "rro-[uetr; i;;-pr':.ar5.Iy by the wayside.

The first hotel rrThe Kilmore Inntt was established under licencein 1841 by Francie Anderson, and many others soon followcd" rnaddition, the essential services to Ue found in a newly settled J.o-cation, gradually came into being, First a store ox tivo, then abJ.acksmithrs shop, a shoemaker ana so forth were to be found "t""gg-lllg on either side of the track. The major J.andhoJ.der in the urJi,william F'utl-edge, the man who in fact narnid KiJ.more (which is GaelicmPans rrgreat churchfr) had bought a compact 5120 acres in t64L fromthe New south waLes Governmeni. The land was richr and the lowrentaLs of the day attracted many settlers.
In_the_period 18s0-70 Kilmore praye'd an important part in thenational welfare as a provincial- centre to whic'h people, spread overa wide area of country, came to transact business'and pr"c'h"eesupplies. It was the reading town for a large rurar area, and thegranaxy of the young colony of Victoria, taJheat was carted to Kilmore

m1-I19 froln Kyneton and other equidistant places. The first mill inthe Port Pi-ri1lip district was built at Krilmore in IA44 by RobertALlenr and there were three mills at the height of Kilmoiete prosper-i!y: Up to fifty bullock teams a day might hdve come to th; Kilmoremills at this time.

- History of inland Victoria could never be complete without re-ference to gotd. The Kilmore area never came very prominentiy intothe picture as a mining centre. A few diggings "Lru wcrked for someyears, but the fortunes made in the L850ts-weie from other parts oithe 5tate" The town, however, did benefit considerably from the eX-penditure r;F floating capital, Later, reduced revenue obtained fromthe traveiier-s gave Kilmore its first setback.

Rairway communication, which waa estabLished in April Lglz,through the opening of the North-Eastern RaiIway, indicated thatKiLmore would never become a major centre again-. It was a matter ofregret that the Line did not come into direct touch with Kilmoro town.
Direct railway communicatj.on was established in 18g9, but onlyas part of the Heathcote-Bendigo branch line. This line was finaliyclosed in 1968. A section of the right of way at Byrands is ofcourse being used for the Tramway Museum projLct. -

Unfortunately, the History of Kilmore and its surrounding shireis not weLl documented. The best reference book for those wiihing todiscover more, is ttrbe Tare of a centuryrr by J.A. Maher. rniti.iiy
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published for Back to Kilmore celebrations in 1938, it has been rE-
cently reprinted by Louden Publishing Co. of Sydney 5t" Kilmore
(price 94.79 post free). KiJ-more Historj.cal Society are also helping
to record the interesting history of Kilmore.

Eompiled, from a National- Trust tour booklet, by Andrew Howlett.

( alo. I
nstructed at the Ferny Grove site from

McGinn Rd. The society mounted a display at the Ciiy Hall Model
Railway Exhibition utilising models lent by the B.c.c; transport
department and a fine collection of photographs. Over 3,00b publicitysheets wexe issuedi Bodywork has commenied'on CA-519 und a restora-tion program for 341 drawn up. (Dreadnought)

a curve onto Lines Rd.
metres of right-of-way from
with 5t.Kilda Rd- to

oads 5 and 6 which areequipt I:f_ovethead operation. Wooden poles salvaged from DeriationRd. in I9SB support the wj.re along with ihe centre ioles which havebeen_temporarily relocated to act as span poles. 'Fittings are fromthe gl-lP Iron Knoh ral f, tilised
(KsK)
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MUSELJM NEV/S

gEBgl.
As iLlustrated in our last issue, covered storage for our tram-

car fleet is now welL on the way to becoming a reality. Thanks to
the 5th Construction Group R.A.E. ef the E.M.F.1 depot columns and
trusses h,ere erected between 9th and 2Oth October. Progress was
somewhat delayed due to the poor weather early in the exercise and
the need to blast some of the post hoJ.es.

The following weekend, construction was handeo over to our oh,n
volunteers, who have kept up a good rate of progress. Firstly, the
top row ofrgirtst were placed around the building to secure the up-
rightsr and then IT0rcleatst were naiJ.ed onto the trusses. The pur-
lins for the eastern side of the roof were hauJ.ed up and wiII be +

ettached to the cleats well before this report reaches lour It is
hoped to have all the purlins up by the beginning of the New Year.

.EtEEtB-[!At.
Erection of the Switchroom building is progressing satisfactorily

once more. hlind bracing has been instalLed, raiters eiected and the
ioof is now completed. Sheeting of the walis wiJ.l oceut once the
floor has been concreted.

gEu,s.Eu_:wal.
Despiking and removal of fishplates on the track beyond our

northern terminus has been completed" At the time rf writing over
half of the 400 metres of rail and sleepers has been Lifted and
transported by Gangers Motor Vil512 to the main museum area. This
task should be finished in time to begin laying of Standard gauge
track in the depot, once the depot is roofed.

ldork has also begun dismantling the southern set of V.R. points
to provide materials for our depot fen. Thanks to the M, & MTB, we
have been able to buy at scrap prices 3 sets of tramway points which
will be used in our depot fan. These were deLivered during October.

ROLtIN6 5TOCK.

The tramcar
and Ron Scholten
bogie tramcar No.
roof gutters and

G ENERAL.

In addition
other fi.elds has

roof repainting programme carried on by Dave Menzies
has continued. Last month ex Victorian Railways
34 reeeived fuII roof treatment. At the same time

downpipes wexe cleaned out.

to work carried out as listed above ptogress in
continued. Eyclone gates have now been fitted on
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both entrances from Union Lane completing the southern boundary fence.

The opportunity was taken to use the Army cranE to move a number
of heavy items around the site j-n order to improve the general appear-
ance of the area. The 4 additionaJ- seatainers obtained in September
were positioned using this crane.

NEhJ CAR ETAKER.

As meny of our readers wiJ-J. be aware, Museum f,aretakerr shane
Brennan was transferrsd to Queensland with the Armyr so necessarily
a replacemcnt had to be found. Vrle are pleased to announce that Mr.
& Mrs. George bililcock have now moved into the residence and are con-
tlnuing Shaners good work. Gcorge, who works with the Victorian Rail-
ways lived in rrourrr house for 15 years when he was in charge of the
treckwork j-n the Kilmore locality. Readers are reminded that if visit-
ing the Museum they should report to either the Caretaker ox the
0fficer-in-Charge on entering the muscum.

ROTUNDA.

Saturday, November .i.8r sav. the dismantling of this sheLter in
Khartoum 5t. Caulfic.Ld. It was transported to Bylands in December
and wiLl be re-erected to provide shclter for picnickers in a suitable
period setting.

SOCiAL MEETINGS.

Members meetings for 1913 wiJ-J- be hcl-d at the Malvern Town HalI,
cnr. High 5t. and GLunferric Rd. on3

Feb.5th, April Znd, June 4th, August 13thr 0ctober Bth, D.ecember 3rd.
(NB. August and 0ctober mcetings are on the second Monday).

Dctails of the Tramway Historical Exhibition to be conducted by
the Society during Moomba weck appear on the back coveli of thc magazine.
The ;Activities Committee will notify membcrs of tour details for 1973
as thcy are prcpared.

ujl. MTB ANNUAL REP0RT.

The Tramways Board has relcasod its report and accounts for
I97::-/72. Highlights are 3 -
FINANCIAL_: Dcficit on tram operations fi2,9tOr927

Less paymi:nt from Drrvers
Li-cence Suspense Account 700.000

l,2ro rg27
Deficit on Bus 0pcrations I.328.94I

2,539 ,B5B
Less surol-us on non-
operating activities 158,4BZ
Dcficit for 1912 flz,a8J-,385 (L91L 93,441,IzL) ,
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M.. & MTB ANNUA!_LEP0RT ( cgrrtd. )

I I!: Passengers I972 I22,432,890
r97t - I32,532,031

J-0, 09 9 ,IAL decrease
IndustriaJ. unrest, demonstrations and floodi.ng in
February contributed to difficulties for the year.

ENGINEERING:
Tram fLeetz 695 {inc. 42 stored) service fleet

_,!Q works trams
705

of which 335 have reccived front and rear marker lights.
Bus fleet z 23O

Average distance travelled (bus) per changeover for defaeta showed
a marked decl-ine.

1959/70
r97o/7r
L97 r/ 72

5,418 miles
4 ,823 rl

3,854 |l

Reconstruetion of tram tracks has reached a stage
concrete to street surface constructions, 29% on
7% in tramway reservesc

BOOK REVIEllll.

where 4L% are of
a concrete base and

E3.oo
bJ a tt Ie-

diagrams

SOUTH EOAST LIMITED by K. Bird" Pubtisher ARHS (S.A. )plus postage. Avail-ablc - Tramway Museum Society SaIes, 237
tree Road, Malvern.
Pages 8l-. CoJ-our and black and white photographs, maps and
inc1uded.

A book on railwey history hardly seems material for review in
Running Journal or for sale by the Museum but this one has a special
interest for tramway.enthusiasts. It documents the life of the
Victor Harbour Line which functioned using horse traction and street
tramway style passenger stock, on some sections for many years. The
name ItSouthern Tramweyrr was pupularJ.y used f or Soutn nuitialiars
first railway venture. As wel-l as steam diesel and horse transport
the book also incLudes photographs and text on the road gervices of
the 5. A. R " in the region.

The format and production standard equal that of the J-ocomotive
books ( 500 t s,5D0rs etc. ) of the AustraLian Railway Historical
Society (5.A. division), ranking among the best pioduced in this
century. while not among the basic Austrarian Tramway books, it
shouJ-d still be an early acquisition by eny fan buirding up a com-
prehensive library.
.N.E,ELL!Sg.

The PMG have written indicating that two iron piIlar boxes
will be made available for the period street to be established at
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the Museum. A 2000 gal. galvanised iron tank is being obtained for
installation adjacent to the depot now under construction.

PUBLICITY.

Caulfield Historical- Society held its final meeting for the
year on December 13th. The subject ItEarly Melbourne Tramwaysft wal
presented by Keith Kings of the Tranway Museum Society, The meeting
was reported in the rrSouthern Crossrt and rrChadstone Progressfr. The
Society is always preparcd to provide speakers for such grouPs.

The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) have advised that they
r,ril,1 include an articl-e on the Society in the February Newsl-etter.
Over l-J-r000 copies of Trust NewsLetter ara distributed to their mem-
bets.
EenAiqo Touri-st Tramwav
0n Saturday 9th December the rEendigo Trustr commenced operating trams
between the Central Deborah Mine and the Chinese Joss House using
Birney 30, S,T. car L94 max" traction tram 25. The cars, in a new
colour scheme and with exterior advertisements for the loca1 TV station
Coca CoLa and other firms carried ovex 1000 passengers on the first
weekend. A message of congratulations was sent to the Trust by the
Tramway Museum Society. The Premier, Mr. Hamer, declared the project
open at Charing Cross and the Mayor of Bendigo, Cr. J. Pearce and
Trust Chairmann Archdeacon C. Sheumack commented on the boost to the
tourist industry which would result, A meeting of the board of the
Trust decided to operate a daily service between 10.30 a,m, and 3.30
p.m. instead of only at weekends and oubLic holidays as first planned,
although, of course, loadings are not as heavy as on the first weekend,
Birney 28, in unaltered SEC colours has also seen service on the line,
The Trust subsequently announced plans to alter the remaining cars
for static display al-though the state government has approved the
modification of only four trams for service, The Tra$way Museum
Society had previously made xepresentations to the government to en-
sure that historicaJ-Iy important cars in which other societies are
interested are not modified.
l-9?2 AnnuaL Me,etj=ng
The 1972 annual general meeting of the Tramway Museum Society was held
at Malvern on December 28th. Following the adoption of the minutes
and financial statements the 5 vacancies on the museum board were
deaLt with as follows: Messrs. Green, Kings (Uotn retiring) CornwaIl
and tdeedon were appointed by the meeting. A vote between G. Breydon
and H. Haugh recommended to the board that Mr, Greydon fill the fifth
position until the next general meeting. AL1 6ther members who had
gxPtessed interest in standing withdrew at or prior to the meeting.
The directors report was then presented, illustrated by memberst itiaes
of the various works and activities whi-ch occurred durinq the review
yearr
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:CNSTRUCTION OF THE DEPOT.

--e main Museum area before develop-
-ent of the site commenced.

I
rlr army crane and the society's tower-
raggon were used extensively by the
lM.F. unit. Here the first of the 17
9ueen'trusses is piaced into position at
Ie north end of the building. Thirty-four
rosts support the roof spaced at fifteen
rot intervals in two rows. Note the
::agonal wind-bracing between the end
-ree posts on each side. Similar
racing will be installed at the south end.

i 10.

's up! At the conclusion of the exercise
:e CMF team had completed the main
'ame of the 7,2OO square foot structure.
-re following weekend, society members
ommenced the fitting of the horizontal
mbers to which the covering iron will be
rstened. The tall depot dwarfs the frame
f the switchroom to the south and pro-
des ample clearance for the truck and
rr Geelong 22 waiting to be moved
-rder cover so that restoration can
rmmence. Near 22 are tramway point-
ork components obtained from the
,{ & M T B for construction of the fan.

-rdrew Howlett busy re-roofing the shed
rnich holds many of the spare parts
cquired by the tramway museum.



9 The quarter of a mile of rail between the
north level crossing and trestle bridge prior
to lifting by society volunteers. At the top
of the picture is the Hume Highway. The
museum line extends from the crossing for
one mile, left of the aerial photo, to the main
museum area at Union Lane.

:

10: At St. Kilda (S.A.) the Electric Transport .
Museum is now able to display cars such as

Adelaide No 1 and Ballarat No 21 "under
wire" on roads 4 and 5 which are connected
by new pointwork.

11 : Also in Adelaide is H 373 refurbished in
Tuscan Red and cream with new M.T.T.
monograms. The overhauled car was photo
graphed on November 25th in King William
Street at Angus Street about to enter the
terminus.

12: Model trams always form an attractive

Dates and times are:

closing at 10 pm each night.
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