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COVER: BENDIGO FAREWELL
The balcony of the Shamrock Hotel
as a vantage point for watching and
graphing the parade of tramcars along
Mall, as residents of Bendigo say
to the S.E.C. tramways. Birney and
mum-traction cars ran on adjacent
from Charing Cross towards the depot

2. MELBOURNE AWASH!
Trams destined for Spencer Street
at the G.P.O. corner before attempting
to cross the river flowing along Eli
Street.

It was not long before the following
caught up to the first vehicles and
trapped in the rising flood waters,

The underground 'Gents' at the Post
was rather damp!- so were the tracti
motors of 591, caught in the wprst
part of the city.

3.

4.
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Heavy rain fel-I in Melbourne during February, 1972,
making it the wettest February on record. In the first
2I days 922 points of rain had fallen, compared to the
average rainfal-l- for February, of 184 points. The pre-
vious wettest month was November, L954.

This bad weather created severe problems for the
transport operation in Mel-bourne. The worst days were
Tuesday 15th, Vilednesday, 16th and Thursday, l7th, with
Thursday being the most dramatic.

0n Tuesday, 15th February, at around 3,30 p.il. in the
city arear skies darkened, the wind howled and a massive
deluge cornmenced with 75 points of rain falling in 10
minutes, J-eading to power black outsr and substantiaL
damage. Dne casualty of this was the wrecking of the
verandah of the Savoy Plaza Hotel, in Spencer Street.

Services were delayed by fLood waters on the folJ-ow-
inq routes:-

ldest Preston

North Balwyn
Burwooci

5t. Kilda Beach (f0 & 12)-
Via South Melbourne

Essendon Aerodrome -

C amb e rwelL

V,iest Coburg

East Malvern

Gilbert Road

Spencer & LittJ-e
Bourke 5ts.

Clarendon 5t. &
Normanby Rd. South
lvlelbourne Viaduct.

Essendon Stn. ,
Racecourse & Fl-emington
Rds. Delay over I hour.

Commercial Rd. &
Chevron Hotel

Fark 5t, Vilest Brunswick

Bambra & Ba1ac1ava Rds.

Where possible caxs were diverted, short shunted and,
orr xun bang road to maintain services and a bus was used
between EelI and Regent Streets on the West Preston route.
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\l,/ecinesday, l-5th , started as a normal day including the
usuaL peak hour problems. However, at 7 p.m. emergency
services came into opuration when a power pole was knocked
down by a truck in St. Georges Road, Vdest Preston. This
resulted in a large percentage of emBrgency vehicl-es and
staff being called to that Ioca1ity. At this stage, fate
took a hand and again the rain came down, mostl5t in the
western suburbs. SiJ-t caused derailment and delay for 95
minutes at Raleighs Road and l{ests Road, Maribyrnong.
There was also siJ-ted points at Ascot Val"e Road, resulting
j-n one tram on the rrUprr West F'iaribyrnong, being diverted
to the City via Moonee Ponds Junction. There were also
delays at Essendon Station of up to 21 minutes caused by
flood waters. The waters later subsided and weary Boardts
officers headed for horne. The worst, however, was stiLl
to come.

0n Thursday, 17th February, at about 3.15 p.m., the
rain started to fall moderately and by 4.05 p.m. it had
reached deluge propcrrtions, and was accompanied by a
severe eLectrical disturbance. Three inches of rain fe]-l
in one hour. The downpour was heaviest in the Central area
and in CarLton, Fitzroy and Richmond. By 4.45 p.ITl. waves
were seen to be lapping round the parking metres in
Elizabeth Street, driven by a 34 m.p.h. wind" The water
was estimated to be at a depth of 4 ft. at one stage and
an old sea-dog is supposed to have estimated that the water
flow was 12 knots.

This flow of water led to severe floociing of Flinders
Street with trams stranded in the water uD to their doors.

0ther parts of the city also suffered in varying
degrees, including Spencer 5treet, Sydney Road, at More-
land Road, Lygon Street, at Park Street, Earlton, Fleming-
ton Road, Kingsway, at Dorcas Street, which impeded the
traffic to and from South MeJ-bourne Depot.

The workshops at Preston also had their troubles
incl-uding parts of the workshops being fLooded. Later,
when they had bailed out, the staff were to carry out a
fantastic job in rectifying the damage caused to the trans
by the floods. Up to 9 a.m. orl the Friday 72 defective
trams were reported to Preston, of these, 43 were attended
to Preston Workshops, and 29 at varying Running Sheds.
As an aftermath 20 additional trams vrere attended to for
f auJ-ts "

Although tlrere were not enough servieeable trams, to
meet the Friday morning peak, the clearance of service
trams by the workshops, and running shedsr and the ferry-
ing of these to Depots gave sufficient serviceable trams
to mount full services in the afternoon peak on Friday.
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A J-ot of work went on behind the scenes as the flood
waters receded, most routes were functioning with some
service, by B p.r. r,vith exception to Prahran, where it was
about 9 p.m. when any reasonabLe service was restored.

Trams were locked and abandoned on shunts, sidings,
and at termini as follows:-

Dudley Street

Simpson Street

Batman Avenue

Malvern/Burke Road.

North Coburg

Spencer Street

Fran ki-in Street

2

2

I
I
I
2-

t
10

north of Lonsdale
Street

Gradually, these trarns were towed, or pushed, back to
depots, the J-ast tram being 945, ex. Simpson Street, into
Scruth Mel-bournE at 3 a. n. on Friday lBth .

Vr/hile the towing and pushing was going otr r Presto n hiork-
shops were in the throes of getting any trams which eoul-d
turn a wheeI, to the various depots, to run into traffic.
No 6J-0 was transferred to Glenhuntly Depot from Preston as
a standby cax but did not run j-n traffic . 469 also ex.
Preston hlorkships, transferred to Kew and ran up and down
ChapeI Street on the North Richmond route. Four L class
cars were in traffic for the Friday p.m. peakr and were
I01, IO2, L03, lD5. There were numerous transfers of
Rolling Stock between depots often for only short periods
and space does notpermit me to go into any details. Llne
item of interest, however, was the use of td 3 class car,
558, on a trip f rom Brunsurick Depot to St. Kil-da Beach,
and back again.

VJhile most of us are interested in the trams, and
traffic operation, it should be noted that other Boardrs
departments had their troubles too. The most important of
these being the efectrical section. 0ne Sub-station -rrHtf Hawthorn Depot was affected from 4.4A 5.58 p.rTt. when
the feeder panel was open. The team sent to repair the
fault were delayed in getting through the congested motor
traffic on arrival, however, fuses were quickly replaced.
Nleanwhile, this sub-station was f ed f rom Camberwel-l-, and
there was no loss of power on the section.
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Because of the abnormal road conditions a high number-
of overhead poles wexe hit by motorists one snapped and
required repJ-aceme.nt.

Flooding in sub-stations was minor.

The buses fared welJ- with only one bus slightly darn-
aged. This was a MK. 5 bus in Flinders Street - the fan
was bent by the force of water. This was quickly repaired
and the bus resumed service. The buses also pxovided
emergency services. Doncaster Depot provided 4 buses to
operate on the North Ealwyn, Mont A- ert, V'Jattle Park and
Burwood routes. Footscray provided two to operate on
Burwood and Toorak routes, North Fitzroy provided two to
operate on the V/est Flaribyrnong and Toorak routes.

The Victorian Railways also suffered severely from the
ravages of the floods as people who tried to get home that
night, will well remember. Train services were disrupted
all over the Metropolitan area. Theflood water that swept
from Elizabeth Street into Flinders Street also found its
way into Flinders Street Station and eventually into the
signalling equipment. Services were disrupted from 4 p.m.
to approximately 7.2O p.h., when some trains started to
run on the Eastern lines and services were gradually built
up from there. During this period some eervices, on the
ti'/estern lines, such as Upfield, etc., attempted to operate
by being turned back from Spencer Street but were J.ater
withdrawn bec3use of water on the tracks in the Spencer
Street yards. Some trains operated from the outer suburban
stations to provide limj-ted service in the outer axeas.
The waters also blocked the subways entrances to Flinders
Street and Spencer Street Stati-ons and 35 ft. of water
filled up the rrcut-intr to the N'ielbourne Underground Loop
R ailway .

Like the Tramways, the.Railways also had their problems
on Friday, 18th. Eecause the filoods did not permit aII the
trains to be stabled at outer termini, as is normally the
case, for the a.m. peak rruptt trains to city were reduced.
Under these' great odds, and having to operate such oJ-d
equipment, to do it the Railways truely trame through with
flying colours.

ViJe'a11 have our memories of the fl-oods, the very heavy
Ioading on the trams, and, above all, the great dedication
of the staff in keeping the wheels turning in the face of
great adversity. The Chairmanr Quite rightly, sent a
letter.to all the staff commending them on their efforts.
I think the great rrpommiett Mr, !Jinston Churchill, as he
was then, in the dark days of I94O, summed the whoLe
business up very weJ.l, when he said trNever so much was
owed by so many to so few - this was their finest hourtr.
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I would like to extend my thanks to the Secretary of
the Tramways Board, and numerous other officers, who
assisted me in compiling this record, and also for assist-
ance in providing information so that this great event
courd be wel-r recorded on film. My thanks also, to Keith
Kings, Jim Rushr and Ron Scholten for information and
assistance.
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The operation of vintage electric tramcars from the
formative early years of the industry in this country
ceased for everyday passenger workings on Sunday, 15th
April, 1972. The place was Bendigo, Victoria, and the
time about 6.00 p.fir.

These notes form a sequel to the book rrThe Eendigo
Tramways - An IJ-lustrated History[, and have been issued
to the Australian Electric Trection Association and The
Tramway Museum Society of Victo::ia Limited for pubfication
in their respective periodicals ttElectric Tractionrr andrrRunning JournaJ-rr. These two Societies joined with the
Australian Railway Historical Society Victorian Division
in the publication of the book.

The sequence of closure of the routes could not be
listed in the book as this infornation was unknown at press
time. It was subsequently announced that the Golden Squiare
and ltlorth Bendigo routes would close on the evening of
Sunday, 5th March, 1972, with the Quarry Hill and Eagle-
Hawk lines foll-owing six weeks laterr on Sunday, t5th
April. Although the closure was spread over only two
days, several other events took place in the final- weeks
which tended to enJ.iven this period.

Saturday, 4th t'iarch saw the Tramway lvluseum Society of
Victoria Ltd. combine with the Australian Railway Historical
Society Victorian Division to run a fareweJ.l tram tour of
the Bendigo system. A speciaJ- train hauled by diesel
electric locomotive 5.309 conveyed passengers to and from
Bendigo, while six chartered trams carried the passengers
over the four local tram routes. Trams Nos. 51 5 and 2A
formed one convoy with Nos. 25rZI and 29 in the other
group. This division was necessary because of Fower supply
problems on the outer portion of the Eaglehawk route. The
same night also saw the end of normaL regular working of
single truck trams in passengex service in Bendigo and
Austral-ia. No. 7 ran the 11.12 p.m. from North Bendigo
and was due at the Depot about 11.17 p.m. No. 19 optsr-
ated the scheduled lL.I0 p.m. from Golden Square, which
formed the 11.21 p.m. from Charing Cross, being due at the
lJepot about I1.26 p.m. These runs went virtually Uh-
noticed.
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Sunday, 5th March senw No. 26 Leave the Depot at 12.05
p. m. to meet the train f rom i4elbourne and make the return
trip to Eaglehawk. The afternoon and evening services Qn
the Eaglehawk and Quarry Hil-l routes were run by Nos.2,
5, and 18, while lJos. 24 and 25 operated the Golden Square
to North Bendigo service. The 5.E.C" had decided to provide
two-man operated bogie cars on the latter routes to cater
for last-day riding, and to pJ-ace Birney Car No. 29 in the
small garden area between the lepot gate and Hargreaves
Street for the benefit of photographers. This car was
subsequently placed in service and ran witht No. 26. It
l-eft the Depot about 4.35 p.m. and returned shortly after
5.00 p.mo, visiting GoIden Square terminus twice and North
Bendigo once. It made similar visits in the evening, being
absent froin the Shed betlveen about 7.45 p.fi1. and 9.2O p.D.
The news of its appearance spread rapirJly on each occassion
and it was wel-l patronised. It l-eft the Depot again about
I0.20 p.m. and traifed No. 26 to Golden Square for the
last run the 10.35 p.*., being lC.45 p.m. at Eharing
Cross due at the Depot abor-rt ICI"5! p.t. Quite a crowd of
people, many motar cars, poJ-ice cars and units from the
Golden Square Fire Station gathered at the terminus and
fol.Lowed the trams back to the Depoi. The Birney 1ed the
way and No. 26 became the rrJ-ast tramn. No. 24 h/as on the
last run from North Bendigo, the 1,0.36 p.r. due at the
Depot about 10.40 p.m" This event was extremely quiet and
very few people were present.

Eaglehawk held its first Dahlia FestivaL on Saturday,
25th Marchr and the trams ran the normal 24 minute service
with extras during the afternoon, which gave a 12 minute
service to Eagleharrrk. Birney cars Nos. 28 and 29 (tne
former decorated) left the Depot at 1,40 p.m. for Eaglehawk.
No. 2B.Lead four trams which were spaced throughout 'bhe
procession of floats and novelty items which paraded from
Reserve Street (between the railway bridge and the double
track ) to the Eag-lehawk Town Hatl. No 18 carried a band,
No. 29 members of the Bendigo Historical Society and No.
25 members of Eaglehawk I s Senior C j-tizens. VJhil-e speaches
were made outside the Town Hall to officially open the
week-long function, the normal service was maintained by
trwrong roadrtrunning on the doubLe track in High Street.
The extra cars returned to the city l-ater in the afternoon,
as required.

Easter was the next event of note. This period of the
year is traditionaL at Bendigo, with sporting events, a
carnival, and culminating in the fvtonday procession. A

normal- 24 minute head" :y operated from Quarry Hill to Eagle-
hawk until two specials left the Depot at approximately
II.25 and J-l.50 a.nl. These two cars ran between Charing
Cross and Eaglehawk in convoy with the schedul-ed cars.
lios. 3, 5 , f B, 24 and 25 were in use, but No. 24 developed
a defective motor about noon and a number of Dower failures
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were caused. It was returned to the Depot shortly before
the city streets were closed. Its place was taken by one of
the special-s, while the other extra car ran to the Shed after
tl-re procession was finished. Traffic was halted through
f,hating Cross from before 1.00 p,m. until 2.I5 p.m. Thus
it was with the last Easter traffic for the Bendigo tram-
ways a shadow of its former glory of every car out on the
trac ks .

Saturday, Isth April, was the second last day of trams
in Bendigo, and the last day on which they ran when the
Post Office was open for business. Thus the rrLast Tram
lvlailrr organised by The Trarnway Museum Society of Victoria
had to be carried on a'tram and handed in at thepostal
counter on this day. John Fitzsimons, who organised both
the BaIIarat and Bendigo ttLast llailtt proj ects, b/as again
assisted by Robert Green and the writer. The trio, complete
with three boxes of envelopes, boarded No, IB at Charing
Eross at 8.36 a!m. for the trip to Eaglehawk, After an
!rofficial photorr outside the Eaglehawk Town HalI at 9,00 d.D-
the Fountain nas reached at 9,24 a.m., and the party pro-
ceeded to the Post 0ffice, where about an hour was spent
helping to carefully canceJ several hundred stamps. Late
the same afternoon Birney Noi 28 was used for the last
chartered run in Bendigo, and was also decorated. It was
used to carry a newly married couple from Eaglehawk terminus
t,o the railway station,

The final duy was Sunday, 16th April" L972. No. J.8
,left the Depot at L2.LZ p.m. to run the railway connection
(from Melbourne) to Eaglehawk. It had been decided to
operate a continuous 24 minute sexvice from then, instead
of not runninE the next trams until about z.trO p.rTl.1 as was
normal practice. Nos. 26 and 5 joined IB to provide the
basic service of 24 minutes, while Nos. 24r 2 and 25 xan
out l-ater and joined the three existing cars in that sequence.
They ran as pairs for the rest of the afternoon. Riding
soon became fairly heavy as many locaJ- residents boarded
the trams for a last journey. The S.E.C. had hand-stamped
wads of tickets rrBend5-go Trams Laet Day - lbth, April,
l972tt, and many complete sets wexe sold by the Conductors.
Arrangements had been made for the service to cease before
5.00 p.m., to enable a farewell procession to be he-l-d before
dusk" The replacement buses ran to the tram timetable for
the evening, and offrcially took oVEr the next day.

The 4,24 p.m. trips to both termini from Charing Cross
were the last runs. No.25 followed No.5 to Quarry HiJ-I,
where a long lay-over foJ-lowed untiJ- departure at 5.O2 p.m-
There were relatively few people about, No. 2 folLowed No.
25 to Eaglehawk, whiJ-e Nos. 18 and 24 came towards the city
from Eaglehawk. These latter cars ran to the Depot upon
reaching Charing Eross. A band and quite a crowd of people
awaited Nos, 2 and ?5 outside the Eaglehawk Town HalJ-.
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After a farewell; the trams moved off at 5.03 p.rtr and
eventually reached View Street, near Charing Eross. Here
they were met by two bands which escorted them to PalI MalL.
The trams frorn Eaglehawk were heavily loaded, but not as
packed as the two last trams from Sebastopol on the night
of the BalJ-arat closure. In Pall- MalL the procession of
trams and bands re-formed. After some shunting, which
involved some of the trams using the defunct point on the
closed Golden Square route, there were trams facing north
on both tracks. A pipe band J.ed the wayrwith Nos. 29, Zi,
2 and 26 on the rrdownfr or western track, Nos. 5 and ZB on
the fruprt or eastern track, a combined band leading Nos.
5 and 26, and another band foll-owing No. 28. The Mqyors
of Bendigo and Eaglehawk drove Nos. 5 and 26 for part of
the journeys from the outer terminii and along Patl Mall,
while the last tram, Birney No. 28, was for S.E.C. staff.
The public wexe allowed to travel on the bogie cars along
Pal-l- MalL, McCrae Street and Arnold Street, where they had
to alight before each cat entered the Depot yard" The
procession was at walking pace along PaJ.I MalI to Mundy
Street, at which point the bands left the progress.

The first car into the Depot was No. 29, which l_eft
Hargreaves Street at 6,00 p.m-, followed by No. 25 at
5.01 prrn.l No. 2 at 5.03 p.m. r No. 5 at 6.O4 p"m. r No. 26
at 5.O5 p.fi. and No. 28 at 5.D9 p.m. After unloading
passengers, and entering the Depot yard, the iron gates
were closed and locked at 6.L4 pe rTll A large crowd was
present at Charing Cross and along PalI MalI, and many
waLked to the Depot. The police closed the main streets
and diverted traffic. Vi/hen the trams neared the Depot,
motor cars were parked up to two blocks away, and north-
south traffic in Hargreaves Street, at the Arnord street
intersection, was halted for more than ten minutes. while
noisy, at times, the closure appeats to have gone off wj.th-
out serious incidenti Apparentry many notice prates from
inside the trams wexe rerncived irt the final_ days. The
Mayors of Bendigo anil Eaglehawk gave the 5.E.C. tramways
staff a civic xeception after the closure, and this was
foJ-l-owed by a dinner to the staff given by the S.E.C. A
most despicable event took prace during the evening functions
with the theft of the rrseni-or Inspectorrr badge from BasiJ.
MiIIerrs cap.

Many chartered trams were operated in the finaL weeks.
These were mainly for children from various schoors in the
district, but one hiring v\,as surely unique. It operated on
Saturday, April Ath, and conveyed its passengers on a rfpub
clawlrr. The patrons of Bendigo t s court House Hotel decided
to embark on this venturer and visited rz hotels in three
hours, using bogie car No. 26. Some 50 men participated in
this unusual event which went off without any incidents.
Visits varied from as little as five minutes (so that the
normal service wourd not be interupted) to one hour at Eagle-
hawk.
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PJ-enty of food was also oupplied, together with music from
two piano accordians.

And so Bendigors trams were farewel-red at dusk. However,
En unexpected event took place four days l-ater when No, 26
ran to Eagrehawk under its own power, and was slewed off the
grd Darling Street extension to a resting prace behind the
Town Harl - trury Eaglehawkrs ttlast tramfir oh Thursday, 2Othlpril, 1972. This was ten days more than az years siice thefirst battery tram tria1, 80 years and J-3 weeks since thefirst steam tram triaL and 59 years and two weeks since thefirst electric tram triaL. lu/e say ilFareweIl_fr to the lastof Austrariars trold timerr tramways. Thank you for youx
company; thank you for the memories.

tlt'r

'x!*"t'
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From Sunday, 5th March tq Monday, 13th March, L972 -i-r
inclusive Tramway HalL, Stanhope Street, Malvern was the
scene of a major fund raising and publicity venture by the
Society: The third annual. Tramway Histcrical Exhibition.

It was the most successful to date and resulted in a
profit of over $580 from door takings alone, (Book and
refreshment sales are estimated to have contributed a
further profit of over $250 to society funds). A total
of 2540 visitors passed through the hall. As has been
customary insurance covex was taken out on all the exhibits,
and, at the request of the Seience Museum a separate cover
was placed on the large cable tram model borrowed from
that organisation. The services of a watching company
were utilized between midnight and dawn each day.

The production, in Iarge quantities, of a printed
poster, was a significant factor in accounting for the
increased patronage experienced this year.

A new departure this year bras the invitation to several
kindred organizations to mount small photographic displays
and the following accepted and exhibited for the fuIl
duration of the event; 5.P.E.R., 8.T.P.5., lJ.A.E.T.A. and
A. E. T. A.

For this year the use of the entire hall was requested
as it h,as thought that thexe would be a greater number of
exhibits available end this forethought was justified.
The entrance foyer contained photographs, a model of the
proposed museum at Bylandsr and tramcar control equipment.
The nain halL and one of the small halls housed an excellent
array of models, relics, etc. provided by members of the
Soci-ty, the Melbourne and l4etropolitan Tramweys Boardt
SciencL Museum of Victoria, varibus interstate personel
ina-ttre societysr own collection. Despite the provision of
a much larger theatrette this year, at peak times the
capacity was exceeded, Visitors often had to wait for
seats to see the popular documentary on the Presetvation
of Victoriars tramcar heritager PrePared by Robert GIeen.

The number of cable tram items offered enabled a special
feature to be presented on the stage, ineluding a complete
end bulkhead, apron, etc. of a cable-tram trailer. This
particular display drew a large number of favourable comments
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f rom the public. l'ir. Jack Stranger p:rovideci a popular
ttqurstion answeringrr service IBgarding the Plelboulne Cable
System.

Unlike last year there is no need to cir^lell- on the
matter of staffing and member participation as thi-s years
response was quite encouraEing. There was afmost always
sufficient staff to keep alJ- exhibj-ts manned along with
saLes counters, theatrette and entrance tab1e, in fact on
at least two occasions there was a surplus of staff.

0n the whole the venture ran smoothly and successfully.
A reasonable balance betureen modeJ-s and other types of
exhibits was achieved and consicierabl-e Press coverage
generated, including Keith Dunstan$ rrA Place in tl-re Sunrt
and one edition of the rrHeraldrr. The boost of over lFB00
to society funds came at a time when cash was needed for
tramcar movements and acquisition of several important
items for the Museum project. Unfortunately one incj-dent
,tpset the rrcaJ-mtr. 0n the evening of 11th |\iarch a number
of members and friends remained at the hal-l-, after the
public had left, to vieur some movie films and generally
get ah,ay f rom the tensi-on of the exhibition. During the
course of the evening some pexson unknown removed a model
from one of the layouts, and to date this has not been
recovered. As the hal-l was locked and only staff and
members were present this matter leaves a rather nasty
t aste .

To enabl-e more effj-cient handling of the increased
number of exhibits, trestles, etc. to and from the hall-
a small- van was hired. The total cost of this vehicle was
very kindly borne by a member of the society. lYany people
and organisations helped make the exhibitj-on a succ.jE&t
through cash donations, providing photos, models and relics,
manning the stands and by persuading rel-uctant relatives to
come along and pay their 40 cents. Uf course the exhibition
woul-d not have been possible had not the i"lelbourne and
lvletropoi,iton Tramways Board made'bhe haIl available and
the various officers of the board shown an interest in the
scheme. ConsiderabLe personal sacrifice was made by Tony
Cooke who once again had the task of organising and co-
ordinating the project.

To all the above the Society conveys its appreciation.
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it

Total number of adults
n rr rr children

TOTAL ATTENJJANCE

Door receipts
Proceeds Itdri-ve-a-tramrl
Sunciry do nations
T0TAL RECEiPTS (excluding book

and refreshment
Material for DiEpalSgJ
Printing Posters and StationerY
Watching Service
Sundry expBnses
T0TAL EXPENSES (excluding

donations of materials, and
costs borne bY members)

TOTAL PRCFIT

963 7L7
2548 205r

s
727

19

18
9
6

2L
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rs 7?

T97L
r344

51
etc 97

5

24
$ 178 i|s4

$s94 'fi294

1912 Admission Charges Adults 3 40 cents
Chi-ldren: 10 cents

AIso for the third time, the Society provided a display
tent at the Vintage Machincry Rally at Vilantirna. Thj-s event
r!as conducted by the MeLboulne Steam Traction Engine CIub
over the weekend of April 8th/9th. A few photographs were
displayed, along with two operating tramcar layouts (oo
and H0 scales) and several Iz24 scale model trams.
Publications and postcards wele available for purchase.
Saturday was a bright sunny d.y with enthusiastic crowds
although Sunday was damp the number of people who braved
the writhur to see the ral1y was surprising. gver the
two days about 1r500 visitors passed through the tent.

To mark the closure of the 5.E.C. tramways a display
of photographs was staged by the tramway museum in a Bendigo
bani< during'Aprit. This provided an opportunity to scquaint
residents of that city with the objects and achievements
of the society and of rt0peraticn Exodusrr which was launched
to finance the acquisition of 5.E.8. txamcals for display
at central museum for the public of this stater which the
Society is establishing at Bylands,

$
341

7
4
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Comino Events - Trarnwav Museum Societv of Victorig

Sociar Meetings; B p.m., Malvern Town Hall, crn. Glenferrie Rd.
and High Street.
June 5th trEable Tramwaystt f ilms and speakers.
August 7th rrAdelaides trams and trolley busesn,
0ctober 2nd - to be advised.
December 4th Christmas meeting.

New members and visitors welcome.
Every Sunday - workparty at Byrands museum site. Transport
available from Batman Ave. terminus 9.15 a.m. (ehquiries
A. Howlett 53.3079).

Deoutation to KiLmore

Recently a number of Society representatives attended a
meeting of the shire council at Kilmore. Vdith the aid of a

prepared handoutr df, architects model of the museum Proposals
and the colour-sl-ide documentary used at our exhibitions
they explained in detail what the society is attempting to do
at Bylands. The Council was quite interested in the scheme
and the meeting continued much longer than planned as questions
hrere asked and answered. 0ne immediate benifit was an offer
of assistance with the grading required at the museum while
another was a front page article about the society in the
foJ.lowing edition of the trFree Pressrr. The Shire has offered
to make xepresentations to various organizations and authorit-
ies on oux behalf and to help the museum in any way it can
in the future,

Acouisitions

0n Friday 28th April a semi- delivered a stack of centre-
bracket overhead poles to Bylands. These poles, which are
vital to the establ-ishment of the tramway street which will
be the focal point of the museum, were recently removed from
\dilliam Street, Melbourne, by the tvl. & M.T.B.

Back in August, I97tr, the magazine carried a report and
a photograph of F1. & M.T"B. bogie cable-trailer 35, whichr
when available, could become a museum exhibit. After a
continuous flow of Ietters, luirs I. Giddings ' the ownet of
the car has agreed to sell the trailer to the Society for
$80. It is hoped that it can be backloaded on a simi-traiLer
to Bylands at a cheap rate in the next twelve months. The
trailer fills a very important gap in the rrA.E. Twentyman
CabLe Displayfr to be established at the tramway museum.
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The acquisition of 35 brings the number of cars pre-
served for eventual display at the museum to 17. For our
newer members and readers a l-ist of the f l-eet f oll-ows:-

Cab.le Car.g

Grip car; 436
TraiLersi 35, 29O, 585

Horse Car

Beaumaris; 3, (dismantled for restoration)

Victorian Railwavs Electr ams (Stt 3 in, gauge)

Single truck cross bench; 20
Bogie cari 34

5. E. C. Trams

Bal-larat i 17, Scrubber (to be reconverted to n)
Bendrgo; 3 (being restored as H.T. T. B )
GeeJ-ong; 22, (body only, truck obtained)

Fi. & l'1. T. E. Electric Trams

L54, 180, 2I7, 467, 5BD, Reciproc6ting Grinder 1.

It is interesting to compare this l-ist with the list of
cars recomended for pxeservation drawn up by the Society
car committee and published in the October, I97I edition"
It shows how we are achieving oux aim of preserving a
representative sample of Victorian tramcars.

\llorks Reoor!

Despite the enormous effort required for the exhibitions,
deJ-ivery of the bracket poles (see tracquis5-tionsrr) , anci
other tasks mentioned elsewhere in thi-s issue the volunteer
workforce has found the time to carry out a multitude of
tasks at the museum and el-sewhere.

Trac kwork

The two weekends before Easter were spent dismantling
the unused private railway siding at Brunswick. The final
Sunday saw 5B0ft of railway lifted and stacked by twelve
voLunteers. Quite a tremendous effortj. This rail will be
exchanged with the V.R. for some raiL J-eft in situ, north
of our lease at Bylands which wiIJ. be moved and utilised in
the depot. The exchange saves on transport costE and keeps
to a minimum the different sizes of rail- to be ug,ed at
Bylands.
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At the Kilmore station demol-ition site only minor tidy-
up work remains. Len Millar organised the movement of
several loads of good second-hand brioks recovered from the
main building to ByIands, a gang shed has been dismantled
and other sal-vaging carried out by the workforce.

At Bylands the ex-Kilmore and South Melbourne timber has
been re-stacked and sorted near the north end of the site and
containers positioned next to the store shed. In both the
shed and containers material has been stored and sorted and
items such as the BaLlarat bracket arms have been neatly
stacked nearby.

Spare Parts and [lachinerv

0n January, 19th, 15 tons of equipment arrived at By-
lands from Ballarat. Equipment included:

1. h/heel lathe. This huge piece of machinexy will be-
come a useful workshop item and an interesting historical
exhibit. It was dismantled in Ballarat during December by
Doug Prosser, Peter Stoneham and Andrew Howlett. This
particularly greasy and heavy work required two weekends
and couLd not have been sucessfully completed wd.thout the
help of the S.E.C., in particular Mr. BiIl- TrusJ-er of
BaLlarat. Doug Prosser sponsored the lathers movement.

2. Portion of the lirJheeJ- Press; removed along with the
lathe.

3. Track: two tramvray point crossings and a large
quantity of bolt on flangeway which will be suitable for
converting our Port Melbourne rail for street use.

4. 0verhead: A large number of plain single-bracket
arms and twelve of the more ornate cast iron arms and e
quantity of span wire, with insulators.

5. l4isceLlaneous: A compressot, compressor lifting
Jack and various mechanical spaxes and workshop tools.
Tramcar Movements

Friday, April, 14th and the fol.l-owing Saturday were set
down for the continuing rtExodusrr to Eylands. The rars to be
moved wexe Austral 0tis Grinder I and Geelong 22.

The grinder power unit and grinding head were seperated
for transport. This was done the previous weekend in the
Preston tramway Workshops by [like Cornwall, Doug Prosser,
John Rawnsley and Andrew HowJ.ett (another greasy job!).
Thus on Friday the Beamish Transport 1ow loader carried the
two sections to the museum. A crane lowered the grinding
head onto our own rrmetalgrr and body jacks kinr,Iy lent by
the Pl. & M.T.B. were used for the power unit.
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Early Saiurday saw the rrtroopsrr at Bayswater in an
unsucessful attempt to use the body jacks on 22 in the mud
caused by the previcus weeks heavy rain. To move the car
onto firmer ground a cxane was called in, but as insufficient
time was left that duy for the movement, unloading, and
return of the truck, 22 was placed high off the ground on
blocks instead of onto the trail-er.

Then, on VJednesday, 25Ih April, the trailer backed under
the tram which was then lowered by jacks for the journey up
the Hume. At Bylands the iacks were used once more to
position the tram-body on a base of sleepers in the north
west corner of the depot area. The days activities were
recorded by a fiLm crew from the A.TrV.0. news setvice.

Gremlins

Yesl they certainly went wild in the last issue. The
Society gr:-nder is 1, not 2 and the last Footscray tram, in
the photo on the back page was number 459 of course.

TlvlSV/ETPS Liason

A second joint committee meeting with the Ball-arat
Society was held during April and items of mutual interest
were discussed.

Photos

Jim Rush (SZ Hobart Rd., Murrumbeena) has the task of
gathering photographs for use in the magazine. lq can
help to make his task easier and get your name in print by
sending in any shots you think may be useful. There is a
particular need for photos of unusual tramway events and of
society worksr acQuisitions and equipment arriving at the
museum (a frequent occurance at present).

Deoot _Earthworks

Sunday April 30th saw the commencement of the earthworks
necessary for the first i'luseum car storaqe building. A bult-
do7er spent half a da-v at the museum cutting into the south-
ern end of the depot site to make it J.evel with the main
axea, and doing other minor works in the area. These in-
cJ-uded leve1i-ng the ground east of the mainJ-ine (except for
the platform) frsm Union Lane to the store shed, anC form-
ing a large car parking area adjacent to the entrance track
from the top gate.

The folJ-owing Saturday a grader was utilised to carry
out final levelling work leaving the area ready {or pegging
out, post-ho1e digging andthen, very soon, erection.
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/'/:itts Fr#n CTfitR MStUliS

A.E.T.M,.- 0ur South AustraLian counterparts no longer
have to push their vehicles out of the shed at st Kilda.
A new substation has been commissioned utiLizing a motor-
generator set from s.P.E.R. [Jverhead wiring has not been
strung and a wandering lead enables the A1 H1, F1 and BarJ-aratcars to be driven out for display purposes and on speciar
occasions such as the visit by delegates to the A.E.T.A.
convention in Adel-aide at Easter. The subst6tion is housedin a standard metal garage and has provision for increased
capacity at a latter stage.

_ P.T:P€.- A display of trams and photographs in frontof the s.E.c. depot in lurjendouree parade attracted more than
500 people over the labour day weekend. A contract has beenl-et for the fabrication of the steer-work for the new depotto be built in the gardens.

T.M-9,., (u.K.) - Depot A' the first society-buirt struct-ure for the protection of tramcars at crich, r.s demoLished
1.tg rastyear -as part of the redev.elopment of workshopfacilities. It was buii-t in Lgsg/Ga of corrogated iron ona concrete frame around the trams it was to shelter. rAtcostr
type of egriculturar buirdings of asbestos sheeting on aconcrete frame noh, sherter the fJ-eet of over 40 viitagevehicles.

I.H.F- - The former christchurch rramway Board traver-ser has been rifted into position in front oi the car barnat Ferrymead and work is proceeding with restoration. It ishoped to have the traverser operational soon.

a-
rrRemember .trhen the trams used to run from l,/ynyard?underground. Now that same space, dry and well ventilated,is avaiLable to sto,re your records und documents ..........the cheapest storage space in Sydney.

V/ynyard Parking Pty. Ltci. rl
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-..: ASPECTS OF THE EXHIBITION.

'!i: cf the tramcar technology display prepared
: , )cug Prosser and Noel Gipps. Lights on the
: iJam indicated the paths taken by the traction
-'-ent as the handle of the RC2 controller was

':€ ra ted.

- -: oopular cable tram display on the stage,--: :nodel was provided by the science museum,
"-+ Erip by the M. & M.T.B. and the cable car
.- -- rvas assembled from parts provided by
',r?:srs. Twentyman and Kings.

- SEUM NEWS:

' :- " hands made light work of the rail lifting
-r , at the Hoffman Brick Co. siding in Brunwvick.

r: ong 22being prepared for its journey from
, , swater to Bylands.

.2.-:e bracket arm poles shortly before they

":-e removed from William Street, Melbourne,
: ;-teen of these have been obtained by the
- --um.
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10.
613, fresh from overhaul at Preston workshops
carries members on a society tour held on April
23rd. W3 car 658 was also utilised on the trip.

11.
Bendigo's last decorated tram, other than the
final car, was No. 28 which ran in March in con
junction with the Eaglehawk Dahlia Festival.

12.
A combined A.R.H.S./Museum Societv tour sai:
farewell to Bendigo on March 4th. Number 5,
a former Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust
vehicle carried tour patrons past the Central
Deborah Mine.

13 & 14.
Charing Cross on the last night of the North
Bendigo and Golden Square routes, March 5th,
Firstfy 26, 29 and 24, then 26 depot bound on
the last run.

\1

.it

<i'-": r;

11.

l
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