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THE MELBOURNE CABLE TRAMS
by A.E. TWENTYMAN. All rights reserved.

For thoge wbo etlll remember th.e Melbourrre cable trannay systen, antl for the
etlification of thoee rhor for rrariors reasons, arrivecl on the scene too late to
witness the cable trans in operation, thie artiole is to be an attenpt to tqy antl
recapture eo'me of tbe menoriee anrl irnpressions of that hey-day of the eable oars
tbat ran in Helbounre clrrring.the perid. L9I9/L923.

As tbe lforld llar of L9L4/L9L8 ritb itts attendlant stralne ancl anxl-eties was
overr and tbe sootrrgp of tbat severe influenza epiclemic of early 1t1! vas on the
raner the people of tbe City were looking forryartl to advencinent ancL better tim-
€8r Alreacly there was beginning to app€ar that vigorouB eampaign for the aband.-
onnent of the oable cars in favorr of eleotrioity. Although the und.ertaking was
rrnd.er sentence of oonvereion to electric trams, the Trarnway Soarcl (Catte) was
sti1l hriltting new oars and ilurorniee, beoause the syeten wae endeavoring to cope
witb a volume of traffio for whlch it was never intencled. The eleotrio oare
were feeding heavy traffic lnto the cable cars at Viotoria SrittgB ancl in St. Ki-
lcla Roact, antl the rnanagenent, facecl with anrrual increages in traffio, was inves-
tigating all avenues to cope with these increaeed. loactings; ropes vere speed.ed.
up and. anxiliarSr engtnee ingtalletl. l{hilet peak loatlinge hacl near\y reaehed sa-
trrration point (approxirnately {OO care per hor:r rrere orosaing the lntersections
of both CoLLins & Swanston Streete ancL Collins & Elizabeth Streete) tne remarka-
ble system was rentlering a frequent antl efficient serrrioe rith very few rlelays
or internrptlone until alterations r.ere nacle to the Swanetorn Slreet servicee in
FebnrarXr, L924; when serious probleng took place.

At thig stage it nay be appropriate to explain the neaning of tro or three
worcle rhich will occrxr repeated.\r in this article:-

l[!a6-3sfere, to the co'mbination of tlunny (grip car) antl car (traller),
smetinee hrorrn as a I trainf .

Grtp-wae th,at pieoe of nechanien, flttecl in the eentre of the ctunny
which hel<t the ropa antl tlrew the tran along.

Rope-or cable was the rire rope whieh ran in the r:nd.ergro:nil tr:nnele
to provitle power for the trans.

tr'or a Wpioal tran trip of the period, let us take our rnindlE baok to Sourke
Street eirca L92O, oomnencing at the City terninue at Spencer Street.

Serreral enpW trams are etand.ing on the rtUPr track raitlng for their turn to
ehrrnt and. aseuming that the first in line is bouncl for Clifton 8i11, the ctr:rnry
has a red d.one. As soon as tbe preceecling trarn hae cleared. the points and. con-
tinuecl in the clirection of the CiWr the oonduotor of the next tram and. upon
which we ar€ to nake or.rr lnaginary jourtrey wilI, frorn the front platforn of the
car, llft the pin that cotrples the tlraw-bar of the car to tbe fitting on the
clunqr. Ttre grlprnan then allowe the rtunny to ro11 tlour the elight incline tona-
rtls Spenoer Street with the car follorving a short cllstanoe behind. As the ttunry
approaches tbe elottetl crose-over the grip cones in contaot beneath the roarl
surface, with a system of rode wblch ohanges the points and cliverte the wheele
antt grip to the raile whicb ewinge the tLr:rolry to the nDolltrF' traok.,and ae the i[u-
rn4r oontinues over the croesing the grip ohangss the pointe back so that the
cat can overtake the ilunry and. swing aoross on an tmslotteil cur/e to the rrDO{Nrl

traok. lilhlle thege manouvere have been carried. out, the oonductor is stantling
on the leacling platforn vith his right hancl on tbe gooseneok brake hancl.le. As
the oar etraightens up on reaohing the rrDOIlDfr track, the ooriiluotor applies pre-
ssure to the hantl brake anrl bringS the oar to a etandetill. Ee then etepe dorn
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to the road anal hurriee to the otber entl of the oar to oorple up rith the dlunny
again. Eie'actlons to oonplete tbis are:
lift the chain whioh has beea supporting
the ttrar-bar to prevent it fron brtrnptng
arountl from sver a hook, and. aE the ttr.mm-y slowly approaoh€s, be guirLee the drar-
bar lnto the ricle bell+otrthetl fitting on
the tlunqr and- as the ttury liehtly bunpe
against the car, he rlrope the pin, rhloh is
attachetl 1y a light chain to the dr:nqrrs
grille, into the ooupling to eeoure the
d.raw-bar, and be then lifte a heavler eef-
eQr ohain whieh is ettaoherl to the dunry,
and. plaoee i t over a b.ook nountecl on the
oa3.

Ifith the ooupling operatl.oae eonpleted,
the ooyrduotor then nalks tno or three etelrg
baolcrartl to a grating in the roarl besicle
the track, and bending tlorm he lifts a han-
rl-Ie with a rl-re atteohettg thig aotion clef-
Ieote the rope into the jare of the grip,
eo that nor the noige of the rop,e nrrrning
over the tro pulleyg of the grip is non

quite aud.ible.
..nso that the c&? can overtake tbe
dunry and e*ing &oro8B..,rl

Bsurke St. terminue 3-1-1939.

During theee operatione, a few passeng-
ere have boarilecl the tram and. taken their
seatst usually the nen rod.e on the dunry
wbere they oan suroke, rhilst the women,

usually in charge of children, gpnerally preferred the seourity of th.e oar.
We then eee the conductor hrrrrrying to the rear of the tran where he rill re-

leaee the hanfl brake anil at the same tine giving two qulck ttrge orr the etrap wh,-
icb paeeea throrgh the oentre of tbe oar to the oontluotom bell sittrated rmder
the platforn bootl cr canopy of the qar.

tbe gripnan, an:Eions to a1lorr ae littlE tine ae poeeible betreen his tlan antL
the preceeiling ure, releases the brake lever on the rhrry and at the eane tine he
d.raws the alnoEt vertiole grip lever tora,rcle his bo{yg this allows tbe tran to
nove quiet\y forrrarfl ancl as it negotiatee the points with a ellght anoturt of vib-
ration, the gripan apBlieB rnore lrroseure to the cable ty neans of tbe grip jars
and. the tran quiok\y attains the epeecl of t)re oable-+ppro=. 11 or 12 niles per
b.out.

The tran pasees others ralting thelr tnrn to shrmt, first e dlunqr rith a bl-
ue d.ome for the $ioholson Street line antl then a ootrple more reds for tbe C1ift-
on EiII line, folloretl b;r another blue Jr:st arrivlng fron the Ctty Broper rith
its passengers standing up to alight ae the grlpnan tbrone otrt the rop€ and bri-
ngs the tran to a stop behlnd the otber stationary oarrB.

As the tran rhich we are conoerxrecl witb approaehee King Street, a enall gro-
up of intencling paaseng€rE naiting besitle the track is notlceft, eo th.e gtilman
releaseg the holtL on the rope by aLlorlng the grip lever to none fortrar<l sligh-
tIJr then rith hJ.e left hancl he grlls one brake'lever torrarils hineelf rhioh o1r
erates oaet steel blooke on the tyres of the wheele, antt rith hia right bantl
push,es the otb.er lever fonrartl whioh forees a pair of rootlen blooks onto the
rail surfaces thus bringing the tran to a stantletill. The grotrp of paseengere
quick\y step aboartll the oontluotor who h,as alrea{Jr omenoecl oolleoting faree,
takeE a quick glance around. to sec that all passengprs aDe on, again givee tno

froto: DI.A.K. Serell.
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quiok ringp on the oar beII; the gtipnan gives a lorcl rlong on the etumyts war-
ing bel1, releaeee his brake levere, pulle
tbe grip lever back ancl tbe tram noves off,
snoothly accelerating ae it croesee King
Street, ancl rith a fer more olange of the
cturuny belI to rarn other traffio, the tram
conrnences to clinb up the rising grad.e to
Wllllan Street and here we are likely to
pass another recl toppecl tran witb itrs com-
plement of lnesengers fuon the City ae it
slors d.o*n on the apgroach to King Street.

The ooncluctor is at all tines pnoceeding
wlth his cluties of oolleoting fares; rhen
cash fare6 are tenclered-, he Inipsl a hole
with his belI Urnch in the appropriate etr-
ip tioket which ig attachecl to his jacket
in eomnon rith tlokete of tbe other fare
ratings, b;r means of huge safet;r pins, or
tf tickete borght on previous Journeys are
tend.ered., these are torrr off at the perfor-
ations and retal-ned.. 3y notioee on the ear
d.oors, pasaen€Brs are requeeted. to I|PI,EASE

IIAVE FARE READY X'OR CONDUCTOR-PtIRCEASE
TICI(EIS AND SAIJIE T'ROUBLE'. These tiokets
we?e a'trailabl-e in stripe of stx for one sh-
iIling, and for the City secticrn-yellor tic-
kete in etrips of aight for one sb.i3-1ingr
the conduotor kept a supply of theee in a
breast pooket, Ae the tram clinbe the hill,
tbe rails and slot beans as se6n from the
rear of the rlunry appeaT to slid.e beneath
the ear as eontinuous ribbons, the rails
bright anil shiny and the slot beans more
or less mottletl, for at places cl-ribblee of
tar have oozed. acrogg the. srrrfaeee.

Photo: DT. A.K. SeweII,t..and witb a tew@
the dun4r b€11...rr The gripnan
ras photographett on 3-I-39 puIl-
ing a oord. to ring the ch:raryrs
rarning gongo

Apgroaching l{l11ian Street we notice sooe of the big eo}itl blue stone waTe-
hotrees (nost of then wool-storee) but on the far corner on tie right sicle, the
llorltl renormecl ltenzles Eotel with its namow glazed. arming across the footpath
fron the builcting to the kerb is obeer\red.

At the oorner, nore p&seeng€ra have gatherecl beeitle the track ancl waiting to
entlang the griman agatn releases the holct on the rope and b3inge the tram to a
stanaLetill and. while the vehiole is stationarly, the rop€ runs over the pulleyg
of the grip witb a lotrtl rattler ht it dies away when the gripnan applies pr!es6-
ure aad. hae the tran novlng again after receiving tbe all-clear signal to Fro-
oeed fron the oonductor. In the nrlclrlle of Wi].liam Street the wheels make a ser-
iee of lotrcl rape as ye cross the rails of tbe eleetric tramway.

The concluctor W this tine bae worked throrgh the car and fuon the step ew-
ings hinself to the crosg end of the ttunrry anrl arnnounces his arrival ty calling
out TTFARES PLEAFiET.

llhe tran iE now p,seing so'rne of tbe nore l-nposlng brrilctinge of the City;
Selbotrrne Chanbere (the home of barristere) anil Dalgetyte Ageney ort the right,
witJr the anoient Saint Patrioks EaI1 on the left, and ae we oone over the crest
of tJre hill betneen fliIIlan antl Queens Streets, there opens up that fine vieta
of Sourke Street overlooking the valley at Elizabeth Street ancl terminatetl t6p



Dec.l968-Jon.l969 "RUNNING JOURNAL" Pege 6

the oolonnacletl btriltling of Parlianent Eouse in Sprtng Street.
Another Etop is nad.e at Queen Street wherc a relreat of the previore etope

is effectetl. Upon crosslng Qneen Street the track oonmenoee a sharp tlescent to
Elizabeth Streetg here the traok Is 1nved. rith stone setts insteaA of reil gun
blocks in order to save borses feet from slipping on the hiIl,

The conductor now suinge himself back to the leading platforrn of tbe oar anit
pr6par6s to aeeist rltb oontrolling the
momentum of tJre tram ag lt ilescentls the
biIl. About tro-thirde of the ray itorwr
the hill the grlpan applies his brakes
antl throre his grip lever for"nard anrt
d.own as far as it 1111 go3 this aotion
ttischalges the rope fim the grtp Jatr6.
The aonfluotor with the gooae-neoked. bra-
ke hanclle in hie right haait antl rith hle
foot againet the rstohet on the oar pIa-
tforn floor begins to trrrrr the hand bra-
ke ancl we hear the rapitl clloklng ae the
brake is applleclg the raLlg on the htlI
are fuequently sprlnkletl witb Eand. to
prevent skirlcLing, even so, thers ie a1r-
aye the feeling that nay be our tran ie
not going to etop, horever, no oauEe for
alarrnl Tbe gripnan nith years of erper-
ience hae everlrtblng undler oontrol and
with a oertain ansunt of skitldtng tsanag-
es to bring the dury to a halt tneast-
ing tb.e rhite narble bar let into the

Photo: T.l{.S.T. archiveg,
.,"there opens up that fine viEta of
Bourke StEe€tn...
roatl line of Elizabeth Street. lFhe oar brakeB are releaeetl, the brekee of the
dunry being quite suffioient to prevent a1y Brenature Elvementt the coaduotor
abotrt trrrrrs antl natoh€s sone of the paasengere alighting; then Deny othera boa-
rd,ing. In ilue corrBe, the signal is given to proceeil by a tranway offlolal st-
ancling near the oentre of the interseotion holcling tuo rolletl flage-one white,
the oth.er green. For Sourke Street traffio be shore tbe green flag, anil rith a
quick gla,nce arouncl tb.e oonduotor eeeg that all is olear, glves tro rings on the
oar beII, ancl the g3ilman releaeing hiE brakes, allowg the tran to nove <lorm the
slopel elon\y at first, but lt getbers speed ritb the force of grevity to oroee
the ElLzabetb Street oable traoks wlth the fanillar rhythnatio tapping as the wh-
eel-e crose the raiLs antl elot b€ane.

At this intereection, the Bourke Stneet cable passes beneath the oable in
Ellzabeth Street antl Le pernanently clepresgeil to prevent the Bllzabeth Sl,leet
g.;:ipe coning into contact. tbout trenty yartls beyontl the oroeelng, tro white
bars are seen acrosg the traok for at thie polnt tbe oable is elevatetl antl bro-
u$t into a position where, ae tJre grlps ome throrgh, the cable autmatioall5r
entere the Jars and then tbe gritnan feele the eable enter the gript he leanE
fornard. and d.rars the grLp lever baok into a vertioal position. Hitb a olang on
his bell and a ptrll on tbe lever the tran plokg up sp€eil and lnseee otherg golng
in the opposite tlireotion anrl soon re reaob tbe Snanston Street oortter. Thia has
always been a buey spot for clleoharg{.ng antl. pioking up passengersl rith all the
dunry seats occupiecl and. a fer nen stantling eoroas the rcar enilr the oar there-
after receiveg noet of the paesengprst chiLtlren vho hacl been Etancling on the
eeate looking tbrougb the rlnrLors are bauletl arounil to Eit on their notherte
Iap. People stanal in tbe ceatre aiele and. on botb platforresr frequent\rr part
of the platfor.n against the rl.re gates is oooupietL ritb. lWgage or netoband.lge.
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The offieial on point tluty at tines worked. und.er the eupervision of a poli-
cemaDr hrt it was he who gave the grilnan the eignal to proceecl, however, no
movement took place until the corntluotor rang hie be1l trrice.

The Botrrke Street cable passed. above that of Swanston Street so ogr gripnan
after releasing his bnakee ancl pulling hls grip lever soon has hie taarn in not-
ion again, with the sane serl-es of taps and. rape as rras heard. at Elizabeth Str-
eet we crogs Srraneton Street. With a ftuther pull on the grip and a clang of the
bellr the fiel\y loatletL tram attains the speeil of the cable. The conrluctor is
again busy pushing tbrough the cronded car reeeiving tickets, penniee and. silver
coinsl notes are rare\r tend.erecL ancl if they are, they are inrra,riably refirsed.,
and. so with the lnesing of other oars bountl for Spenoer Streete we reach first,
Ruseell Street, then on up the hill to Exhibition Street where we oonmence to
unload sone passeng€rs. At the approaoh to the left hand. turro into Spring Street
quite a few fares alight, for thie ie where the City Section ends. I{ith the con-
ductorrs tro bell eignal to proceetl antt with a call of 'rMItr[D TFFI CIIRVBT, the tram
nakee a ninety tLegree trrrrr into Spring Street; the gripnan holding onto the rope
as the tran turtle the oorner. After fifW yard.s or Bo, ancl in lnssing the hin-
cees Theatre, the track makes another Elight turrn to the right lnto what wae Ev-
elyn Street but ie nos NicholEon Street. Eere the gripman eases off anrl slaok-
ens sllgbtly as the tran crosses facing points of a slotted oross-over? this cr-
oss-over is used. on occasions when the oity etreete are not avallabIe to traffio,
Shortly beyontl here we cross Albert Streetr the oonductor by this tine is back on
the dunry, aqueezing betreen the brake levere and the baoks of the seats as he
collects the renaind.er of the faree.

Ilhe track about here levels otlt and. crosees the wicle intereeotion of Viotoria
Parad.e, then again ascend.s a slight incline ae the tram approachee the engine
house at the corner of Gertnrd.e Street. thie engine houge powers a1I the oables
between Spencer Street to both Clifton Hill anrl to Park Street; North tr''itzro;r.

As the dunry arrives oppoeite the engine house, mar\Jr rhtte lines are obeerverl
in the er:rface of the traol, etaggered- firet to the right then to the left. The
first tbree extend. fron the slot bean to the right hand. rall and for eighteen
inches beyond, ind.icating to gripnen bound for CLifton Ell1 that the rope is to

be thrown at that point: a
few yard.e ft:rther on there is
a similar eet of rnarks on the
left hanrl side as a direction
to Nicholson Street gripnen;
at a spaoe of a few more yar-
da, a stop sign of one bar
closely followetl ty tbe two
bar inclioator appears on the
right; the Clifton EiIl grip-
man etope the front of his
chrmny at this polnt, the con-
duotor alights and- picks up
the hancLle with attachecl wire
from a grating beeide the tr-
ckr thie rnotion aotivatee a
cln:rn pulJ.ey over which the
ehort auxiliarXr cable runs
antl lifts this eable into the
jaws of the erip. The cond-
uctor rralks a few yard.e to
the oorzrer and wavea his tram
arould into Gertnrcle Street.

Photo: Dr. A.K. Sewell.
..nClifton EiIl traner aegotiatecl the facing
pointBrr... Gorreer l{lobolem & Gertnrtle
Streets, 31-12-38.
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As the dr:nrny approachee tbe pointg se notice the stop antl piok-up lnrlicators for
Nicholeon Street cars.

Clifton EiII trans negotiatetL the facing points antl oulv'e at a reduoecl epeetl
as they have to oroes tbe rrUPr Nioholson Street traok on the currre and. upon con-
pletion of the curve threr the auxiliarTr rope, then eoagtecl arouncl a elight tufii
to the rieht and back to the left antl as the ttumroy straightene into the line of
Gertnrd.e Street, the Clifton EiII rope is autonatLcally collected, the gripnan
leaning over forrrarcl to gather the grip lever up again. lFhe cond.uotor in the
meantine has regalnecL the baok step of the car aB it came aror:nd. the eorncr.

With an app:reciable increase in speecl, the tran pasees over aaother shwrtlng
croes-orrer with trailing pointg antt eontlnues in an eagterly direotion to Snrns-
wiok Street wbere it stope well back fron the oorner. Onoe again the coad.uotor
has to proceed aheacl on foot antl signal the gripnan to crogs the interseotion.

The grilman takes a strong puII on the rope and after about ten yartls, rhen
the cluruoy eones abreast of the three nark indicator, throws out the rope and ooa-
sts across the intereeotion, antl at a point intlioatett by two white bands, the

rope automatically enters the open jaws of tbe grip, and so tbe gripnan hae Gffi-
plete control over stopping antL starting along Gertrud.e Street.

After Gore Street, the traek fa1Is in a eteep deecent toward.s Snith Street,
ancl on tbe way clorm the hill the grllman again throwe onrt the rop€r antl the ooD-
ductor retrlrns to the front platforra of the car to operate the hantl brake ae all
available brakes are neetleil to stop the trarn a fer yard.e before the oure into
Snitb Sf,reet. lllth a glance to the rear and a oalI of ITRIGIET AlIAYrr fron the con-
d.uctor, the gripman'allose the tran to ro11 arounrl the sharp curve-the sharpest
in the wb,o1e eysten-with a clash andl gratlng of rmclergear, the end.s of the car
would. appear to ering right away from the f,rack only to be hauletl back by the st-
out chains of the tluuqr, and. lnsseng€re wg3s 6ad.e to appreciate the real neaning
of the warning on the outsitle of the car d.oorE- rrPlatfonn passengers EOLD 0t[
while rornd.lng curt'esN.

A few yard.s along Snitb. Street tbe rope is oolleotgcl autornatically antl the
jorrtrrey continuecl to the next etop at Foy & Gibsoner that happy' htmting ground
for bargaine at regular fairs and. saIee, for at thig point naqt passengers alig-
htecl. but Just as nangr got on. The oonduetor is kept busy rorklng both tlunry and
can, and it ig goocl to see the revenue builtt up, Tfhe footpaths are orowd.eel with
people-espeoially on the East eicte beeauee rromen liwing in Cllfton EiIl and No-
rthcote nake reguler vieits to Snith Street in order to clo their ehopping.

The trarns alwaye ptrlled, up to a naiting crontl at the Johnston Street oo-
rner, ag from this point to the ternlnus at Cllfton Eillr a penny gection op€ra-
ted., tbie co'noesgion being originally fmcetl upon tbe Melbourne frqnrray A Onnibtrs
Cornpary W tbe oonpetition of horee drarn oab6 nar\y years earllet. Also at thiE
interseotion, trangfere ar6 available to ancl fron the Johnetoa Street liner so if
o:r tram is not full when it reachee here, it will be heawlly latlen rhen it star-
ts again and oommences the d.escent of the hill near Uac Robertsotlfs. As the oon-
duotor colleats the fares, the sweet gnell of sugar--candyr chooolQte or pepperni-
nt pervad.es the air and. Ee ar€ ninctftrl of tbat rragt nanufaoturing businees tbat
has been btrilt up in the areag shortly after re paes the gae rorks and arc again
renlntleA of an inportant unttertaklngr tnrt not so pleasant\r.

At the ilgr:therrr end of Snith Street the traok aeoentls a ridle ourve into Que-
ens Parad.e; the rope being oarrletl erountl thlE oorrrel, ancl the etlain or eitle
teneion on the grlp is rellevetl t6r a nrbblng bar eme inohes abctee the aornal
Ievel of the ropo.

At Delbrlclge anrl Miehael Streets, IlaEs€ng€?s are beginning to thln out anit
the oontluotor who bae been busy sinoe leaving Spencer Streetr is nor beooal.ng
oooupied. 1altb olerioal ttutlesg the J.ong Etrip tiokets are d.etaohetl f,ron the pinet
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AIong
Queene Parad.e
Cllfton EllI.

Photoc
W.
arob.iveg.

oanoellcd. tioketg ooturtetl anil the rnrmber of fares of varisue tlenominations enter-
etl on a eohedule, whioh upon compl.etion is folaled around the long tickete andl
with the ncrey oolleotecll ia rnatle reacly to pay in at the office at the terminus.

The gripnan upon nearing the tersrinus throws out the rope and allows the
tram to ro11 to the rear of tro or three preceed.ing trans rraiting before shunt-
lng to nake the return Jorrzrey to the Ciff.

It is ouetomary for tbe nen to bave a few sp.re ninutes, tlurlng whioh tine
tbe oontluctor attendE the office to pay ln the oash ancl coupons that he hae eol-
Ieoted.. All the passengere alight and nake their way on foot for about one
hunrlred. yarcts to the terminus of the Northcote oable line.

In due oourse, after the preoeed.ing trame have shrmte<l and. oornnenced another
jorrney to tbe CiWr orr grlpnan hag allorecl his tram to rol] slowly c[or+n, stage
W stag€r rmtil he ls nor at the beact of the llne antl the next to ehunt. The
car ig unooupled. froru the ctrlnnry anil held. on the slope by the hanrl brake while the
ttr:nqy rol1s tlorn anrt aorosa to the other trackl here it is brotrght to a etandstill
near to a hantlle for ltftlng the rolp into the grip, antl tbe griprnan alights antl
rloes thie, th.en olinbs back onto the itunny and clrivee it up the lnoline beyond
the pointel tbe conductor then allorrE the car to roll tlonn pase the dummy and cro-
sseg o'ver the pointg onto the 'rlfPr track rhere tt iE stoppecLg tbe grignan now a1-
Ions the dun4r to trickle back to the oar and both vehiclee are recoupled again
W the oonduotor.

Durlng these prooeedlings the tron ueually kept a look sut for the arrival of a
tran fton l[ortboote, and. if it ls at all poeeible, they clepart before intentling
paEEeng€rg hatl tine to nake the oonneotion.

ls the tran ommences the Jouaey to the City rith a few clangs of the be1l
aE lt l,asEes others in the rraiting linee the oontluctor prepares a new set of tr-
ip tiokets and. fastenE then to hie jacket antl inoetllately ooaunenoee hig fare
oollectlng clutieE, The intereectione of Rushall Creeoent, ilichael and Delbridge
Streetg usually suppllee a batoh of lnseeng€rs. On tbe tlown hill slope before
thc ourne lnto Sqlth Street, the roln le throur eone d.ietanoe before the cunre;
then a stop nark folloreil and the roln went on ln a straigbt line to a sheave
rhioh tlivertecl lt ts the nUPr tunnel in Snlth Street. Here the tran after ooast-
ing arornil tbe oorrrer ool,leoteel the rop,e autonatioallyl when travelling in this
tLl.reotloa, the novemente of the grip lever are Bore oonvenient\y plaoedL for
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hantlling W the grilmen. The lever ie lowereil tlorm besitte hie legs and, inned-
lately the rolr re-enterE the grip he lowere his right hand, lifting the 1ever to
an alnogt vertical position, he then ohanges his right hantt to hofuL the brake
lever antl ylth his left hantl applies p?e6sure to the tope.

Setween that point ancl Johrrstone Street there ie nothing mroh to oonuent upon
apart fron the aromas from the gas works antl tbe ooafeotionerXr vats. The oond.uc-
tor while collecting faree, issues transfere for the Johnetone Str.eet line rhen
requestedg he also ieeuee a yelIor oheok tioket to thoee llasseng€rs who paitt full
fare. In the lor flat part of Snith Street the stanctard. of tbe track b.ae deter-
ioratetl a bite probably on accornt of poor formttatione, and- a oertain a.mount of
uneven movement ie noticable.

Upon arrlrral at Johnston Street zealotrs cond.uctore oall out-nJohneton Street,
end. of penny section, ohange here for Carlton antl Abboteford.tf and. a gBneral €xo-
tlus of passeng€re took plaoe while the oonduete left the tran, walketl. to tbe
intersection and. when the roaclrray cleared.rbeokonetl the gripnan to "come ontr.
Ilbile the tran passes along the shopping eeotion of Sraith Street stopping at varr-
ious stops to piok up passen8ersr the oondr:otor nwee through the oar ancl onto
the dunny colleoting the yeIlor oheok ticketg and nore fares.

lllhe gripnan etope close to the curve at Gertrrrtle Stneet and hae to be on the
alert rrith the gripl for the rope ie inolinetl to gr11 array fuon the Jaws. tlith
the signal to proceed, and the waming of rrl[I]ID 'IEE gURl,lDr, the gripan grehee
his lever forrrarcl and. end.eavours to keep a steai[r even boltl on the rope as the
tran trrrne the eharp Gorner, antl if anything gets in the way, tbe gripnan is abl-
igett to release his holtl, the rope is alnoet sure to be lost es tbe etraln is to
the right ancl strt of the jarrs of tb,e grip.

At Snrnerrlck S'treet the aane lnocedure appliee but in the opposite direotion
as d.eeoribetl earlier in this artiole, and. upon arrival at the englne houee, the
Clifton H111 rope is tbrown and after coasting through a sllght tleviation in the
track, first to the left antl then back to tfte rlgbt, and in stralghtening up the
auxiliary rope enters the gripr rlth the ffmt of the ctunry right on tbe builcling
line of l{ieholeon Street. lthe concluctor again aligbts anil prooeeds a few yar.cls
ahead. on the curre. If a car frorn Nicholson Street is approaobing the intereeot-
ion he usual\r walts and e=tenrls hls hanrl ehorlng tno or three fingers in an upr-
igbt poeition which I fanoy ie to lndltoate to the otber orer the scheduletl tine
for rlelnrtr:re fron a certain pointg if b.e d-ecitles not to wait anrl eignale his
gripan forrrartl, the grifnen of the approaohing Nlcholgon Street tran inclignant\y
clangs his beII ancl by gesticulation showe his annoyano€ at not belng given the
opportuniff to tlecitl.e who EhouIcI go first.

l{ben the trrrrr frm Gertnrtte Street into Nicholson Stneet ie completetlrthe
auxillarXr rope is throrm and after a few yard.e of coaeting rlorrn a slight inoline,
the city rope is autonatically collected.

Apart from the usual stops, a elight cheok to epeecl is effeoted as the tlan
orosses the facing polnte near tho Burke anrl llille etattre, then rith a elight
left turn into Spring Street, the tran etopo some flfteen yarils before the tnrn
into Sourke Street. The gripraan upon hearing either the tro bel1s or the oall of
nRIGIET AWAYTT tries to acoelerate ae nueh ag posElble before the thror antl to
coast arormd. into Bourke Street.

At this stop, the short distanoe oity paseeng€rB are pioked up ancl at eaoh
suceeetling oorner until Srrenston Street is reaohed., rhere most of the long ttle-
tance passeng€re alight. At Elizabeth Street a big alteratlom to the number of
passengpr novements tatee placel Baking a lot nore work for the oonductm; e 1*d.
fare ig not nucb. to save tbe h,eavy clrag up the steep Botrrke Slreet hill to Queen
Street.

tlhe stop at the Elizabeth Street eorner is set approd.nately fifteen yard,s
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before the corrrer, as thie geve the gripnan an'opportunity to accelerate then
coagt aorosa the otber linesl tbe rope is autonatioally pioked up at about the
U.ne of the west footpath in Elizabetb Street where at thie point there ie a
dlefinite antl. eharp ohange of gracle in the road.. Fron alnost leveI it sutl<tenly

, :: inclines to a rise of about 1 ln 18; the poi-

thie ooouretl, then the gtipnan hae to let the
tran roll back a ehort cllstance to the correct
spotg the car obetructing north-bountl traffic
in Elizabeth Street.

The stop at Queen Street ie on the far si-
de (weet) of the interseetion, the east sitle
is of oourse, on a steep gratle which le enti-
rely unsuitable ae a fran etop, for the plac-
enent of a etop here is ctetrinental to tbe
Ilfe of the rope (on aooornt of a nr:mber of
factors), ancl aB ropes are one of the ohief
Bonrcee of e=pense, everTr poasible care ie
g{.ven to prolong their usefulness"

The rest of the jorrney resterly in Borrke
Street includes a etop at 'Wil-lian Street and
possibly at King Street. Usual\y, passeng€Ts
fomcl tbat the Jourrrey enclecl about hatr f way
between King and Spencer Streete, where the
€ripman throre tbe rope antl lets the tran

Photo: T.M.S'V. arohiveB,
.,tinto Sprlng Street, the tran
etoln sme flfteen yard-s before
the turzr into Sourke Str€et'r...
drift to a etantLetill behincl a line of two or three othere rraiting to shunt.

The rorntl trip took ue about an hour, and. we are now back ln the vtcinity of
wbere tbe Jomrey oommenced. ft is interesting to lqnow that the nr:raber of p,assen-
gBrs oarriecl annually on thie line rf,as exceeded. only W that of the Bnrnewick
line, which is abotrt a nile longgr. [be work is conlnratively hear4r for the
crews ancl ln consequenoe, they hatl ve41 littlc tine for let-up ae they worked.
wrd.er rigtd. nrles and regulatione, hrt it wae a Job well antl efficlent\y tlone
a,nd. non when one contaots any old enployees, they generally look back with feel-
ings of yritle and. satisfaotion to tbe eenrloe they renderetl to the publio.

Although the three piotrrres taken bf Dr, Sewel1 are of a later era, they
quite clear\r illustrate ry text" l{y thanks a?e due to Dr. Sewe}l anil the Tran-
way Musetrm SocieW of Vic. Ltd. for naking certain pictures arrailable for public-
ation.

neusEum mu5r5
NEW MEI,TBERS.

tbe following were eleotect to nembership at the
are ram\r weloomett into the Sooiety:
Itlr. C.K. ldottran. Balrryn North.
Mr. R.S. Jonee. P&detow, N.S.W.
l[r. R.G. Eenclersoa. ClayfleLclr Qltl.

last tlirectore rneeting and

M?. M.H. Goaoher. Eawthorn Eaet.
Mr" If.S. Parkingdn. WolLongorat N.S.If .
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of cash ana/or good.e have been received florn the follouing:
Caeh - Meesre E.J. Prentioeg R.L. Eud.son; R. McUtcheng Hilltriokl G. l{ille;
J. 3ouncteg D. Mitlcl.leniseg B.Teedonl G. 1\rrnbu1lg G. Kingl B. Tbonpsont
R. Aspinallg J. Hilson; Irl.J.C. Kenneftrg P. Claytont A. Stoarel S. Eolmes; L.
Hil1ar; lt. Drneang P. Nloholsong J. Eltzeimonst L.F. OrConnelll lI.E. Gippal
G.N. Elfiokg K.S. Kingsg P. Martin; G. CIeakS R. Greenl M. Roweg 3. Euneng
D.J. ProgBer.
Good.s - Nenspaper Clippings, Mr. C.N. Gwettg l[. & U. T. B. Centenarlr Sorvenir
booklet ancl Drivere fnetnrotions book, J.A. Nerell of Pascoe Valet No. ? horge
tran body wae naile arrailable W ]hs. lbenfield of 3allarat for ecrappingy a
d.onation of wheelg and axles, masts & laupe was made by Mr. l{cFeil of the AuEt-
ralian PortlancL Cenent CompanJrr {yansforcll hrffing Eilly hegerrration Society
rnovecl the nasts & lamps fron tr)aneforal to Melbourne at no cost to this Sooiety.
The grateftrl thanks of the mernbers and. tlirectore are extentleil to all of the
absve,

SIIE trIEIIS.
llhe followlng is eelf explanatoryr -

All correspondence to be

addressed to the Secretarg
Box 4312 G.P.O.,

,llelttourne. 300 I

[n replg please quote

Cable and Telegraphic Atldress:
,,METROPOLB"

Telephone : t;2 0221

MELBOU RNE AN D METROPOLITAN

BOARD OF WORKS
I 10 Spencer Street.

Melbourne, J001.

23rd Septetnber, 1968.

;jea r Sir,

iieferring to prevlous correspon<lence and to the

representetions rvi.iieli l,ou ancl !ir. stoneharn nade to the chairnran of
tire J:ro:rrd ou the 12th instant, I rer;ret ltavinri to a.dvise you that
tiie llc,rrd il?s no stritaitLe lancJ available for the setting up of an

oF era t in3; t rat,lr','a!,2 I'|-l -qeum.

Yours faithfuIl.Y,

ln,l
I JZI'-''"*'ea{a'^J

(H. -r. Snadrien)
Secreta.ry,

L ):. Fin I'T. Prent ice,
Cha.irnlan,
The Tra.rnt'ay hiuseum SocietY
141 Iiigh Street,
Pir.i\IIft\N, 3181.

of Victoria Ltci. t
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PEA.SONAL PARS.

llhe best sishes a,nd. oongratulations of all the nemberg
Director Jobn Raraeley who reoent\r narried Jane T\mbriclge.
and John will be absent from Australta in South Afuioa for

Page L3

are clirected. to
fnciclently, Jane

Eome time.

John Rarnsley ln eeeking leave of absenoe fron our Soartl for at least twelve
nontbE, and- it being grantecL to hin, asked- that Des Jorett be aooeptetl ae hie
altertrate. This nas agteetl to by the other d.lrectors.

In view of tJrier another shuffle of poeitione hae taken plaoeg so aE to be
able to concenttate upon nrR.J.rr, 3ob Prentice sought leave of abeenoe fron the
BoarcL for at least six nonthe to tlate fuon Ist, frcrvenber, L958 in ord.er to take
over Johnrs ot&er positioa-the &litor of tbie Jou-rral. lhe Boartl agreecl to
Sobre proposal ancl ratifiecl his appointnent as Editor. ]Iith 3ob off the 3oartl
for so,me time, the Chairrnanrs posltion becane'vacantl bonever Jim Dowel accepted
the Job ancl hae been appointecl Chaiman.

SOCIETIY ZAPPMtrINCIS.
mE NEXT ['tIO UEETI]ICI,S rill be heLrt in the leotnre Roon; let Eloor, Malvern

Town Eall on these d.ates:

DEcnf,Bm._9r_l9g,g & TEBRUARY u.1g5g,
Tbe Deoent@e the Soeietyts Annual @tl on compl-
etio'n of the formal hreiness, members will show their sIfules. A soreen and. a
proJector are requirecl--a4r volunteers please?

I orr Uonaay, October 28th. in the
Malvern Town EalI.

lle were treated to a ehoning of four reels of movie-filn on Melborrrrere trang
taken abort etgbt years ago W Keith Kingse and. were all interested, to see shote
of nargr locations, such ag St" Kiltta Jr:notlon whieh has changed. so dramatically
in the last fer nonthe, and. othel plaees that have altered- over the years; aleo
we viewed. tnany care--partioularly ilTI2rstr whioh a?e no lcrger in serviee"

As an rrextra"lre Eaw a reel on Bobart trams antl trolly-tnrses which was vel:Jr
interesting, partiouLarly in view of the fact that only a ?ew of us have ritld-en
trolley-buses, and even fewer rere fortuvrate enough to be able to rid.e the trans.

At the interval, Bob. Eenclerso'rl from ftieensland gBve a brlef talk on the
anazing progress that the Brlsbaue tbamnay Museum Sooiety hae made in the f,ew
nonthe that lt has been goingl and at the entl of the p?ogtamlne, nember Davldl
Macartney r "d"

rffiT OUTING

wilL be helcl on December z5tt.Jf5€ffiing d.ay) d.eparting South Melbourrne
Depot at 3.OO p,ur. for St. Kilila Jnnction oonplex, Glenhwrtly Depot, St. Ktltla
Jqnction, St. Kilcta Beaoh, North Riohnrontl thence to Malverm Depot where ve will
rq1 the car ln for the evening meal break. Run out to tr'ootsoray, Eeeentlon Drone
and. lteet Snursvlok. Tb,e epeolal eboukl return to Sorth. Depot erotmd.9.45 p.n"
[trr elasE 101 antt (we hope) a W4 w1].1 be the typee of ears we w111 travel on!

tlhe propoeecl trip to 3allarat'in l{ovenber bacL to be dteferretl on aooornt of
cirounEtances our oontrol

-tl On outine - 22nd... 1958 lson"
requeste hacl been natle by members for a tour in eaT No. 61o, eo on

Septenber 22nd,., a halfd.ay elour6iqn tas ananged. in thie oar.
In flne sprlng reatb.er, 5I0 left Ssuth tlelbourne Depot abort f.JO p.m. for

the oIdL lrtorelantt teroLnus via Sttrt, Swaneton and Lygon Streete. After photoe

DIRECTIOR I S DOINGS.
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cost of hiring an "Avist' truok to pick up the wheels
bring then to Melbourae. Pleaee member€, yotr help

I forgot to inolutLe the
and. axles at trfansford. and
is required.! ! !_

'IIee work

DECnISm.
I

22

$he Sooiet;rre epecial, tramear No.
51O tufiiing into Keilor Road. fron
Mornt Alexander Roarl on the occasion
of the T.lI.S.Vtg. otrting on 2)- 948.
llb.e photo on the left was taken W

PAUI, MCEOISON.

at the terminus, the ear went into
Snrnelrick Depot where many availerl
themselves of the opportrmity to look
at rrlF car I{o. 18O.

Next move Traa to the trorth Coburg
teruinus, and. then baok to Vtctoria
Street, Cityr along the nornal route.
the ear traversed. the weetern oross-
over in Vlotoria Street, and theu
proceed.ed to lleet Coburg antl baok to
Abbotsforrl Street Shunt.

5Ioenoqurrtered.emmar1eneartheshowgror:rrd.gbeoaugethis
d.ay ras tbe flrst Suntlay that the Meltourne Show had_ been op€no

A etop wae mad.e at Footecray ternlnue for af,temoon-tea and later, 51O,s
antics poeing fop photographers on the resewed- track seetion eonftsed. therrf,rolIey-bus ohaeera'r somevhat when they had to retriev€ a lost bag (enough
said.3 ).

llthe laet eeetion of the tour was run to-Eesend.on Areodromer and finally the
car arrived I p.n.

ACQIrISITIO}IS.
He managed to obtain the tranway traffic signal Ughte that were installecl

at St. Kiltta Junotion from tb.e Tbanways BoartL, lees lenses rmfortunately.
'[be next big acquisition will be the novenent of the St. Kiltla eignal box

fron the flrnction to 3i11 tr\rLlerre ancl John Ford-rs resicle4ce, for Bill antl Jobn
have kincLly agreecl to the box being stored- at Murn:mbeena. Thanke Bl11 ancL John.

Tbe next item that looke like being obtainetl ie a tnrck-Peter Stoneham will
in all probabiliW be exanining it during the week (Norr. 25 to 3O). It is felt
that this purchaae is now moet necessarTr.

Sone point eleeperg have been pr:rchaeed. and. are stored. at Lloytl Rogerrs pla-
o€. Our thanks a?e due to lloyct for naking the area awailable. Rodney llud.son
a^nd. Peter Stonehan mqred the sleepers on Fhnrsd.ay, 2l,st,'.Nonenber, L968.

The foregoing acquisitions an{ the proposed. ptuchaee of a tnrok has placecl a
great strain upon the Societ;rrs finanoes, and in view of this, Douglas Proeeer
hae donatetl $l.OO torrard.s the purohaee of these pieoes of equipment. Ee would.
like other people to matoh his tlonation, so argrbocly who feele that they coulcl
help, pleaee forward. a d.onation to the Soclety. Remenber..donations of $2.OO
and over are tax d.educ tible.

WORK PARTIIES.
party d.ates for the next few nonthe ato:-



ELETmIC RAILROADERS ASSOCIAIISJ'&.
Mr. R.E. Rnentioe, Chair.nan
The lbanrray Mueerrm Sooiettr of Viotoria Ltd.,
13 Etgb Street,
PRi,ERAI{. 3181. VTC. AUSTRALIA

August ), 1958.

Dear Sir:-
We have recently seen a coly (January 1!68) of your publication RIItrNfNG

JOttRtrAL and. we cleen it interesting and. weII prelnred., to the extent that we
wou1d. aoneid.er it a favor to reoeive it regularly for filing in our Ecank J.
Sprague llbrary locateel at our head.quarterg address.

Fon orrr members we prblieh a nonthly ners jorrnal EEADLIGETS which concerns
itself prinarily with ourent lnprwenents, d.evelopnente and. new aonstruction
in tbe fielcl of electric railrays.

i{e would. therefore Buggest that our trro organizations csnduct a rnutual free
excbange of our respective prblicatione, and. presuming for the monent that thle
aFang€nent neets rith your approval, I arn plaeing in the maile thls evening
copies of the flret for:r issuee of EEI|DLIGEIB so far to app€ar this year, with
the rest to follon as prblishert. (pue to the loss of firo volunteer ed.itore
d.nring L967 se have cLroppetl far behind. and- 1!68 lssuee wil.l be appearing late. )

w/^
Reepeotful\r,

(signea) mnumr Rrmrg
@gjglf,,.

On the ver5r next d.ay after reeeiving Mr. Rinkers letter, Bob harl d.espat-
ched. an air-mail letter agreeing to the tno organizations exahanging journals,
and. a paroel containing back iseuee of RIIIINING JOIIRNA!.

The copies of EE/\DLIGETE nentioned- in ilr. Rinkers letter have subeequently
cone to hantl and they are eometbing to eee.

I{e are rtellgb.tetL to have such a first clase jour:eal in our Iibrary and
d.eetre to exgrese our thanks to Mr. Rlnke.
He have received. the following pu.blications ancl thank the 'narious organizations
for their tlmations to our Lilrary:-
*mOLLE:f ilIRE ptrblish,etL W SOIJ1IH PACIFTC ELECTBIC RAfLilAT, Syrlneyl N.S.W.
Sn[NACIrIE rr tr CLASALDffi, ARCHIVES, Eavelock, VfC.

Dec.l968-Jon.l969
letter to the C'b,airuan :-

.IBACTTON GAMTI'E II

EE,IDLIGIEIS II

*TIR.IMI{AY TOETCS II

*CREEN.OVER-RED II
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I ORAIIGlE UdPIRE TROLLE'f ilI]SEUM, Pereis, U.S.A.
rr ELECTRIC RAIIfiOADffiST ASSOCIATION, Ner Yolk, U.S.A.l| tm 3 NEtf mAIAI{D ,I'RATftIAY lfusEtnffS
rr C. O. R. publieations , 3OX EILL, VIC,

ttThese books are obtalnable tbrotrgh our sales Departnent.

PROVINGIAT PARAGRAPHS
Accid.ent
ed., and.

repails
the ste

@
to car No. 6 uavffi apron repaired. & repaint-

antl brackets reDlaced.

The trrrcks und-er
Aooident repairs
Cat 26 has been
on the floor,

car No. 35 have been
to No. 28 have been attentled. to.

repainted and. rerrarrrisheil, also new rqalthoid has been inetalletl

AooLd.ent repalrs to
Ca,te 2, !,, 24t 25 &

BENDIGO - June, 1958.
bogie car So. 23 have been effected
26 have hact their roofs agrayed. with

& car issuetl to traffio.
r llquldl envelope t.
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BALI.ARAT - JIILY. IA68.
The coropressor cylinclers off tran No, lJ have been tested.
Bogie No. 36 hae vigitetL the body shop and its body panele have been replaced
a8 neoessa

3ffDrC,O -
The tnrck r:nd.er No. 5 has hatl a tyre reflange and overhaul,
Bogie tran No 2 tnrcke have been exanined., rewheelecl and oqerhauled.
Accid.ent repairs to Siraey No, lO have been conpleted. ancl the oar issued to
traffic.
Single trrrck trarn No. 31 has bad an erterior re t antt in gh.

Maxirnurn traction oar No, 23 have been rewheel.erl andl eheckecl,
Ma=inum tr

3AL]ARAT - NOIMMBXR. 1958.
Gar I{o. 21 is being decorated. as Myerrs Xbther Chrietmas tran, naned. nShonboat'r.
Accid-ent d.anage to IIo. 39 is being repeired. and at the same time, the oar ls to
be cornpletely repainted.
llo. 35 is on platform Jacke so that accident repairs ean be attenderl to rbilet
the tnrcks are overhauled..

BALI,AMt - Septenber. 1a58.

Some Overseas Pietures
I4.r

Motorcar No. 80 (g"*tp 51 to 80) was in
serriee fuon L922 to I)2J and carrLes ?8'passeng€rs. It can run on either 6@ or
12OO volte. Orly tro ears ar€ left--5] &

J8--for a Museum. In eernioe 1922 to L965.
Ftotorcar No. 82 (s"orp 8t to !o) was

used in other parts of Holland fron 1923 to'"
L952t then it was trangferred. to Den-Eaa69,
and ran untll 1963.
3y eourteey L. Reyke.

RIGET:

Trarn No. 483 was photographedl
on the ltb. Auguef, 1967, the
first day for traffio of the
extension of Rotrte 15 at
Rottertlanr Holland.

Photo: L. Reyke.


