
Nr. 1. Vrr + PRICE ... 20 Cents tur.r 1967

rF:



-2-
THE TzuMI,IAY MUSEUM SOCIETY 0F VICTORIJ. IIIUITED r';as founded in 1957 as

a non-profj-t organj-sation, and incorporated. und.er the Victori-an Conpanies Act 1961.

Registered Office of the Society :- 14I Eieh Street, Prahran, }IBL.
Read.ers who require further information on the ains and objects, or

nenbership are invited. to contact:

R.II. Prentice, (Chairnan),
13 HiSh Street'
kalrran, SLB:-

J. E. Fitzsimons, (Secretary)
FIat 9 - B Finlayson Street,
Malvern, 514+.

EDITORIAL

t(i(ttttt( *Je*tetrt(

EDTTOR . JOEN T. RAWNSTEY.

3OB PRSI{TICE, JOEN FITZSIMONS, BARRY GEORGE, GRJI.HAITI TURNBUI,I,
CERISTOPHER ANDREWS, ANDREW EOW],ETT.STAtr'F:
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Victoria Linited, and can only be reproduced by written pernj-ssion of the Soard of
Directors of the Society.

EDITORIAT COMIVIENT

We nust apologise for the late appearance of this issue - the first
one to be well behincl schedule since prod.uction of rrR.J." commenced.. Our Editor
has had. problems, while the article pronised. for this issue has not eventuated.
Production has been und.ertaken by the Ed.itorial Committee und.er the guid.ance of
Chai:man Bob Prentice. John Fitzsimons, Barry George, Grahan t\rrnbuII, Christopher
Andrews and And.rew Howlett have all heIped., rrra "o"t supposed.ly retired. ex-Director/
Secretary Keith Kings - placed. in ttstorage'r three nonths ago due to problems at
work - has been tnrnd.led. out and placed in eroergency service! lnie trust that this
issue will rate a pass, and that the October issue will- revert to normal.

As can be seen with this issue, we take a further step forward- towards
a better journal with the inclusion of four pictures. Th.e Ed.itorial Coumittee
hopes that you lrill be pleased. with the results. Please let us know your thoughts
on this subject.

K.S.K. & R.II.P.

Credit page 1 l-ayout and. the drawing of the Baldwin Steam Motor - Bendigors No. 4 -
to Cffi.ISIOPHER ANDRXWS.

OBTTUAX.Y:

rrR.Jrr regrets to record the death of ItIr. B.J. Roberts, after a short
i11ness, in the heston and Northcote Conmunity Eospital, on 7th JuIy. Mr.Roberts
held. the position of Designing Engineer, Mechanical and Blectrical' with the
M. & I{.T.B., at their heston Workshops. Mr. Roberts started with the M. & M.T.B.
in 1935. He worked. as a Draughtsnan in the Drawlng Office for nar5r years, and
became Designing Engineer in ]-957. He was also a staunch mernber of the Municipal
0fficers Association, and was on the Executive Connittee for nany years'
includ.ing six years as Federal President.
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Itn. Roberts w.as kzrown by nany T.I{.S.V. and
20 years. He has been nost helpful with information
occasions on quite a wid.e cross-section of our hobby
fuI1y record our grateful thanlcs to trB.J.R,tl

A.E.T.A. menbers for nearly
and ad.vice on numerous
over the years. We respect-

K. S.K.
*t+J$**)Htttt {-Jtx

A SUUMARY 0F TEE TYPES 0F TRUCKS USEp UrilpER MErAopRmE E+ECTRIC TRAMCARS.

W: K.S.Kings

[he purpose of this article is to sunnarise and. tabulate the various types
of tnrcks which have carried Melbournefs electrie tramcars through the years, with
certain key data about each, plus interesting infornation and conments where
applicable. It is not the t'completert article on trucksr @s tine and circumstances -
and the writerrs hcowledseJ - prevent this. It is hoped, however, that this article
will pioneer a field which has not rea1Iy been touched before as a self-contained
unit, and. will serve as a basis for further research and work, as well as beirtg a
hand.y general reference for natters appertaining to trucks.

The artlcle is divided. into three sections. Part A deals w'ith the trucks
used under M. & M.T.B. passenger rolling stock. Part B deals with tnrcks used under
M. & M.T.B. Works Car rolling stock. Part C d.eals with tmcks used und.er cars of
non-M. & M.T.B. underfnkingg, that is, the Box EilI line and the Victorian Railways
two lines. For the sake of sinplicity, the uunicipal Tmsts and. the Essend.on
Company have been dealt with as part of the M. & M.T.3ts classification. The
first portion of Part A deals with trucks purchased. fron outsid.e companies, with
the Board.'s own d.esigned tnrcks following, commencing from itern No. 10.

1. 21E truck. A four wheel, two rnotor truck for use under small to
med.ium length tramcars, as evolved. several decades ago. It was the first type of
electri-c tramcar tmck to be used in Mel-bourne in quantity, and eventually served
under 1J classes of electric passenger tra"mcars, with wheel-bases of 6r5", 7r0",
7f 6'r and 9r0rr, and a wheel d.iameter of 71 inches. Motors used were tr^trH 205,
GE 2O2, U 140, GE 2O3, IiE 225, eE 24I, MV 102 and GE 5J, varying fron 77 h.p.
to 55 h.p. per each. It will be seen that the 21E tnrck was a most versatile
unit! ft was used. und.er classes A, B, F, G, II, J, K, M, Q, R, S, U and V.

2. 218 Special. These were used under El class Nos. 461 - 46e and X2
class Nos. 676 - 679. They were basically a 21E trrrck, but with spacing pieces
cut into the side frames to lengthen the wheel base to 9r0" and.10r0tt respectively.
Ihey had 25|'t *U 75'r wheels, and MV lO1BR and MV 1O2 notors (50 h.p.) respectively.

5. 228. These bogie car tnreks were of the Brill maxinum traction type,
r^rith 55" d.riving wheels and 2O|" trailing wheeLs. They were used und.er ears of the
C, D, E, N, 0. P and CW5 classes. Theyhad two GE 2O]- (55 n.p.) motors, with the
first three classes being re-motored from GE 2OZ (lO h.p. ) notors. Ttre five CW5

cars received. their tnrcks from scrapped. C class ears, but a programyne to use the
other J4 sets of equipnent under new bodies was cancelled.

4. 778L. Sir sets of these trucks were coumissioned und.er the L class
tramcars, with four GE 24? (40 it.p. ) notors and z6f" dj.ameter wleels. They were
nodifiecl in 1948 to L95O to take 28il wheels. Irlheel base is 5t1+", with 2Q,t6tt
tmck centres.
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5. 798t. this Bri1l tnrck entered se:rice under Birney car No. 21?,

having two GE 264a (25 ft.p.) motors, 26{-" rrheels, and a SrOrt wheel base.

6. St. Louis. This truck was under Birney car No. 2I8, antl had two
tlH 51OA (ZS a,.p.) motors, 264," wheels, and a BrO'r wheeL base. It hatt been re- l

classified. as l{o. 4 truck by Decenber, It28.

7. Radiar. These sir Brill ratli
T class cars. They had a wheel base of 12r
(ll tr.p. ) notors.

8. 83. These two modern St. T,ou
use under P.C.C.-equipped trancar No. 980.
is 28rQrr, errd four notors of GE 1220E (fl n
25't, t}re wheels being of the P.C.C. resilie

9. Unlmown. Duncan and. trbaser b
Melbourne Electric Tranway and Llghting Con
ft is not knonn whether these tnrcks were t
base was 7 rOil and wheeLs were JOrr d.ia.neter.

10. 1A. This style of truck firs
under trancar No. 219, the prototype of the
adaption of the American Master Car Builtter
nanSr variations built by numerous electric
equal wheeL (zA'5" dia:neter) tmck, of 5'7'
Ihe end franes of 1A tnrcks were straight.
40 b.p. Ihey were used. wrder W, 1{1, W2 and
converted. to 28'r wheels.

11. 13. This tnrck evoLved fron
frame as its distinct difference. Other it
types of tmcks operated. with no less than
IjMol.AN, I'IV 101.A_R, MV 101AJ(, CE 247A., GE 2

L2. IC. These two tnrcks are pu
tnrck-bolsters, to acconnod.ate Y class trao
built as a tourist car. ) ttreir statistics
z4r9tt tnick centre.

11. 2A.. This single tmck was b
steel si.d.e frame, and. worn drive from the n
wheel dia^neter 25t", and two IrIV 1OIBR (fO I
was replaced by sptrr gears in L932, and the
the eerly 1950's.

14. 28, This truck was built for
steel sid.e frane. Its d.rive was either wor
removed anrl replaceil by snrr gears in L977.

15. No. 3 tnrck. See Works Cars

L5. No. 4 tmck. See iten No. 6
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17. 5. lhese two St. Louis type tnrcks were inported. in an effort
to get n improved truck. They arrived from U.S.A. in 1929, and were plaeed
und.er irtr2 No. 548. They renained under this car until they were scrappecl in
August, L967, and replaced. by No. 1A tnrcks. No. 548 had special packing pieces
inserted. abbve its botly bolster mbbing plates to enable these tnrcks to be used.,
and same were renoved when the tnrcks were scrapped. l{heel base was 514",
with other d.ata as for 1A and 1B tnrcks.

18. 64. Ttri-s tnrck served. under X2 class car No. 580 (original3.y
No. 6?4). Cast steel side frames were used., with a worro and qui11 drive. tiheel
base was 1010" wLtln 37tt diameter wheels and two MV 107 (60 h.p.) notors. fltre
special drive and motors were renoved Ln J-914 a::d replaced. by spur gears and. two
I{V IO2 (lO ir.p. ) notors.

19. 68. Ihis truck was used und.er l? class trrmcar No. 675. It
incorporated. what is described as a rrGear Boxrr d.rive, or spur gear and quill
drive. There were two MV 115Q (eO n.p.) notors, with S5rrwheels and loaOn wheel
base. The special d.rive was removed in L937 and. helical gears fitted.. The
MV 116Q motors were replaced by IvIV 102 (lO tr.n.) notors in the nittdle 1950's.

20. No. 7 tmck. These bogie trucks have a cast steel side frame and
were used und.er W, li"l and. W2 class tramcars. They hail a 5f4tr wheel base, 26ftl
wheels and were set at 2610'r tzuck centres. Two car sets rrere purchased, and
originally entered service under cars of the 624 - 653 group. One set was
withd.rawn and scrapped. in 1965, and. the other set was withd.rawn in 1966,
de-notored., and used as transport bogies at Preston Workshops.

. 21.9A. Cars Nos. 654 (ctass W5), 611 and 6Ll (class fl) used these
trucks. Their common features were cast steel sid.e frames, 55'f wheels antl
MV 1OIAZ (+O n.p.) notors, but even the side frames were not id.entical. trlheel
bases were 5r9rr ard 5r10rt respectively. Therrlrrtype cross-sectj.on franes of
654's trucks are ribbed, and quite d.istinctive; these tmcks r,rere used uncler
No. 511 for a rvhile. 654 was stored. after a serious accident late in 1961, and
its tnrcks subsequently scrapped.. Nos. 611 and. 6Li were converted to No. 15
trucks in Novenber, 1!61 and December, 196+, respectively, and their original
trucks scrapped.

22. 98. Ihe fifteen cars of the W3 class with these trucks fall
into two groups. The first group comprises 12 cars (wos. 6551 655 and 560 - 669),
having two brake cylinders on each truck. The second. group comprises cars
657 - 659, with their brake cylind.ers on the underside of the car-body. All
these tnrcks have roIled steeltrlrr section side frames. Wheel base is 5'9",
wheel diameter JJtt, tntck centre is 2BrO'r, and there are two MV 101A2 motors
(+o ir.p. ) per truck.

27. 9C. These tnrcks are basic"Uy 9g type, with nodifications.
idheel base is 519", wtreels are 33tt diameter, truck centre is 27t6rr, cars
670 - 673 lrrad, lfiI 1OIAZ (+O tt.p. notors), while 5?4 had IfrI 102 (rc n.n.) motors;
the latter were replaced by lfl/ 1OIAZ motors in the early 1960ts.

24. No. 11 trucks. Two car sets of cast steel sid.e frames were
purchased, being sinrilar to the No. 7 trucks (see iten 20, above). Uhee1 base
was 5r10rt, truck centre zzt}tt and wheel d.iaureter 57". Motors were IvIV 101A2
(+O tt.p.;. They were used under Y1 class cars Nos. 510 and 512; the latter
was converted to No. 15 tnrcks in April, 1957.
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25. ITo. 11. This set of tnrcks was designed and built in 19J1, and

originally hacl. Z6$" aiameter lrheeIs. liheel base is 5t2u. Ttrey were oreginally
trietl txrder lrl2 class cars, and converted. in 1943-1944 to No. 15 truck bratre gear
and. 28rr wheels to enable them to be used under lI5 and 5l'16 cars. [hey were with-
d,rawn fron service in November, 1957, and one truck was pJ.acedl under WZ - 295
(wfricfr retained a No. 1 tnrck at its other end), for use as a rolling stock
breaktlown crew instmction car. No. 295 was replaced by No. 257 in Novenber,
1966, on this tluty, and the No. 15 tnrck tluly transferred. Ttre other No. 15
truck is in use for test purposes at hestoa Workshops.

26. No, L5. fhis type of truck evolved fron the No. 15, and is presently
used. rrader }I5r sw5, sl'Io, trIG, til.f, Tr ancl IrR classes. wheel d.ianeter is 2gn, and
about 85 sets have resilient wheels. Wheel base is 512", with tmck centres at
28fOf' (22,O" for Yl and 26'0rrfor VR). Motors are 40 h.p. GE 247AX2.

27. Nunbers B, 10, 12 and 14 have not been alLocated to tmcks which
have been constn cted antl used.

Part B. Works Cars.

28. 218. These tmcks have been und.er various passenger tramcars which
have been selected for conversion to Works Cars. They are Scmbber Cars Nos.
7 and.4, Suctioa Car (tst.) No. 6, Ballast Motor (f"t.) ivo. 11, Sleeper Transport
15, Rail Earttener (Ioco. ) (rst) 15, Wheel Transport (zno) 15, trbeight Car 1?r
Ipconotive 18, Spare trleight cars (lst.) t9 anO-(zna) f9. Statistics of wheel
bases and motors have varied, but wheel d.ianeter has been 55n.

29. 218 Modified. Scrubber Cars 10 ana (Zna.) ff, purchased fron Syd.ney,
are classed thus. Wheel base is ?t6", and there are two eE2L5 (50 tr.p.) notors.

J0. Ratliax. The Bni1l radial axle Tmck under No. I77 was nodified. when
the car was rebuilt for use as Vacuun Cleaner No. 2 (ena) 6 fron Late 1951 until
October, L952.

31. 1A Special. These tnrcks are 1A type fron a I'f2 class car, suitab3.y
nod.ifiecl for use with Vacuun Cleaner Car No. (fra) 5, in October, !962.

72. IB Special.. These tnrcks are 18 t;rpe fron a I,I2 class car, suitably
nod.ified for use under Flusher Car No. ? (when they replaced that carrs original
tmcks; see next iten).

31. No. 3. Dianond Arch Bar Frane tmcks built for Flusher Car No. 7.
They had SJtt dianeter wheels, a wheeL base of 5r.lOtt, original truck centres
of 17fOn which was Eodified to 1610rr when the car ltas altered in L943. Replaced
(ty fg special trucks) in Septenber, 1967, and scrapped.

34. Austral Otis. These are special units in Reciprocating Rail Grintters
Nos. 1 and 2. There is a cabin unit and a grinding-head. unit on each.car.
Power is fron one BTII DS notor of 75 h.p. per car.

75. Scnrbber Cars Nos. 5 antl 8 anct Reciprocati.ng Grinder No. 3
(purchased fron Sydney) are officially recorded as having no tnrcks. Nos. 5 antl
8 have their wheel, axle antl arle-box units attachecl. to their.nain fla.nesr whiLe
No. 3rs cabin and. grinding-head units are r.urclasged.



OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY BEING CARRiED

OUT BY THE LEADER OF THE S.A. OPPOSITION

MR. STEELE - HALL

R.H. Prentice

RECOVERED G.W.C. CO. SKIP ON V.W. VAN
AT BENWERRIN WINCH AREA

F P. I

A,M. Howlett -
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HORSE CARS AT LOWER END STURT ST. CIRCA 1895

Courtesy of State Public Library

SCRUBBER NO. 5 WITH WEED KILLING TRAILER
AT SOUTH MELBOURNE DEPOT

- R. Pearson -
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Part C--Other Operators.

36. Box Hill - Doncaster. Details are unknown for the two tramcars
which ran on this pioneer line. It is possible that open car No. 1 d.id. not have
a separate truck, while the type of truck und.er the saloon car cannot be
aseertained. for certain fron the only photograph available.

37. Victorian Railvrays. The early single tnrck cars appear to have
had a wheel- base of 5'6u, with Bril-l 218 trucks, Brush tnrcks, and BmshtrRadial'r
trucks. A11 the bogie cars had Bril1 ?78 trucks, rorith a 5t1-|tt wheel base and
26t9tt tmck centte, except the last three sLid.ing door cars whose 77Efs vrere
nrad.e by Thompsonts Foundry at Castlemaine. The bogie cars had 40 h.p. GE 2+7
notors.

ADEI,ATDEIS TRAMWAY MUSEUI,I OPENING CEREIION'T.
by J.E. Fitzsimons.

The culnination of nuch hard. work by volunteer workers was reached
recently with the official opening of the Australian Electric Transport Muser::nrs
d.epot at Sb. Kild.a, South Australia, about fifteen niles north of Aclelaide. The
Museum project was fo:ned. in 1957 and. the first vehicles transported. to St.KiLda
the next year. In the tenth year of their history, the trrtuseumrs d.epot was
officially opened. at J p.m. on Saturday, 22nd July,by the Leader of the South
AustraLian Opposition - Mr. R. Steele-Ha11. (See upper picture - F.P.1).

On the occasion of this historic event, the Tramway Museum Society of
Victoria Linited. was represented by our Chairnan, Ivir. R.H, fuentice, together with
Messrs. K.S. Kings, J.E. Fitzsimons (Secretary), D.J. hosser, G. Braclshaw and
M. Dtncan, lrho received a warm welcone to the site. ALl members travelled. to
and from Adelaide by the Overland. express except John Fitzsinons who was obliged.
i;o fly to and fron Adelaid.e due to his having to attend. another neeti-ng on the
trbiday night.

After booking rn at the hotel where the party was staying, the new city
te:minus of the Glenelg tran line was inspected along with the outside of the
d.epot. Being a Morphettville raced.ay - coupled sets of H elass cars were j-n
operation during the norning. After lunch our party travelled by the 2:0!
Gawler train, its consist being a typieal three car set of confortable carriages.
Alighting at Salisbury we were met by nenbers of the A. E. T. l{. and transported
to the site in good. tine for the opening. A large crowd. was in attendance to
witness the official opening of the Museun. Adelaiders oldest and youngest trams
were outsid.e the d.epot and they, A class No. 1and H I class No. J81 forned. an
inpressive backgror:ad. to the official platforn. The renainder of the nuseumrs
vehicles were insid.e the depot and visitors r'rere able to inspect them after the
openi-ng cerernony. The d.epot building is a large well-built corrugated. iron
structure containing four roads and a verTr spacious workshop. fhe nuseumrs
fleet at present comprises A class No. L, A 2 class No. 42, E I class No. 1L1,
D class No. 192, F 1 class No. 282, H 1 class No. 581, Trolley buses Nos. 2L6,
4I7 and 525. Further vehicles are still to arrive at the site.

A class No. l- was in excellent cond.ition after a conplete overhaul
and the other vehicles are all in good. condition in various stages of restoration.
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With the exception of A 2 class No. 42, all csrs are in operating ord.er. By 5.30 p.n,
the speetators had nostly departed. a,nd. our menbers assisted. with pushing 781 and I
back into the shed.. -After the doors of the shed. were loekecl, ne were d.riven back
to Attelaide.

After tea, a nix-up occurred in neeting ivtr. G:raene l(aines, the Museumf s
Secretary, but eventually we met up and all tleparted for Glenelg on E class No.
t78. lle were treated. to a fast nrn with few stops on the d.own and. up trips.
After tirne-exposures outside the ttepot, the party returned to the Grosvenor Eote1
for a well earned rest.

The following clay, being Sunday, no public transport was to be fountl
until nidday, but a trip was nade by tari to the A.R.E.S. RaiL Museurn at ltil-e End
where we were lucky enough to witness ?50 class No. ?52 (ex V. R. 'tNn class l-oco)
being nanually pushed and. jacked into position. The nuseun is very well laid. out
and several other exhibits are still to cone. The walk back to Adelaide was
intempted for a quick exarnination of sone of the S.A.Rrs fleet of ilBRfLL[ inter-
urban railcars. After lunch we departed by !l.T.T. bus for the National Trust of
Australiars ruseun of horse d.rawn vehicles in Magill Road, which boasts a
niscellaneous assortnent of bakerrs carts, fire engines, bath chairs and an Adelaide
cloubLe d.eek horse car No. 18. The tran is in very good. order after belng very
nearly conpletely overhauLed. and restored to original conclition. The car was in
poor condition when first locatecl but has now been transforsecl through nuch hard.
work by several. people. The car was inspected j-nside and out and is a cred.it to
its owners. Or leaving the National Trustts d.isplay and travelling back to
Adelaid.e by bus, it was found. there was only tirne for a quick neal. and departure
at 7.@ p.n. for Melbourne.

The weekend. was very rewarding and instructive to all those present
and our grateful thanks are extendetl to the AustraLian Electric transport Museun
for providing transport for us to and fron the museun site, and for thelr
hospitality. Considering the tine of the year, the weather could not have been
better and all told, this was a very interesting antl rewarding weekend for all
present.

T.UI.S.V. TRAM-BUS TOUR: Sunday June l8th, 1967.

This year, the Societyts rrmid-winter'r ercursi.on took the forn of an all-
ilay outing d.estinett finall-y for the Australian Railway Eistorieal Societyrs nuseu.n
at Newport Workshops.

The nornlng section was in car 9BO antt left South Melbourne Depot soon
after 9.5O a.n. borrnd for West Marlbyrnong with a ilrush hourrrl-oad of 52 persons.
The attraction of a proposed 'rhigh speed.'r mn mrst have been the 'rlurerr for this
record number of passengers on a Society tour. After travelling via Kingsway,
Sturt Streetl Swanston Street, Victoria Street, Elizabeth Street, Fl-enington Road.
and the nornal 57 route it was found. that the car could not proceetl beyontl the
IIMBR. RfVER'r cross-over so it was d.ecicleil to turn back and nake an extra nr:r to
the DaIy Street crossover after returning fron Essendon Aerodrone. 0n the Essendon
Aerodrone route the car was able to rrnoveil along, but unfortunately not to the
speed. which had been intended. For nargr of the passengers, the ricle to Daly Street
was their first opportunity to travel over the new road croseing at Elllott
Avenue, and the workings of the signal.s were watched with interest. Fron here the
car returned to South Melbourne Depot via the norrnal route.
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A change was made here to rrlf/tt 1001 which has been fitted with

conposition brake blocks. A1t_hough this portion of the tour was included. in
the norning fare, several members and. friends left the car at the Depot which
reduced the number of passengers to 41. The car proceetlett to Malvern Depot by
way of Kingsway, Park Street, St. Kiltta Road, llellington Street, Dandenong Road.t
and Glenferrie Road, where a break was taken for lunch and to inspect the
Museunrs cars. .The car then made for the North Fitzroy Depot via South Melbourne
Depot where a layover wag nade to allow norning passengers to leave the tour and
afternoon passengers to Join.

At North Fitzroy Depot the party transferred to Leyland OPSI/MI{TB
bus No. J'12 whl-e}: had been specially prepared for the occasion, thanks to the
staff at the North Fitzroy Depot. This part of the tour would have been the
first 'renthusiastrr bus tour because instead of accepting a nornal bus
(n.g.C. "Rega1" types), a Leyland OPS1 (a11 of which have now been withdrawn
fron regular service) was requested. Irlith some crashing of lhe gears 372
departed. for the Railway Museum.

On arrival at Newport, the passengers eagerly entered. the Museun
to inspect the rolling-stock - both locos and carrj-ages. When it was tine to
leave, the party were disnayed. to find that 772 h'ad. broken through the earthrs
crust, which had allowed. it to sink into the soft ground. Although shouts of
encourageroent were called forth in Ioud. voices directed to the driver and the
persons who were pushing, the bus could not be coaxed back on to firn groundt
and so, the M.II.T.B. crane had. to be called. for. t{hile awaiting the arrival of
the rllACKr, the members of the party returned. to the Museum or mad.e a rrflying'r
visit to a local bus garage to inspect another o1d TLEYLANDT bus.

After being hauled on to the roadway, our bus made straight to North
Fitzroy Depot where we changed. back to 1001, and thence to South Melbourne Depot
where we arrived. at 5 orclock.

Thanks are due
especially to those who
bogged. bus.

PAUL NICEOLSON. (June 19,196?)

rrSIviALl W0RLTD'| Departnent.

Elsewhere in this issue the passing of Mr. B.J. Roberts is recorded.
The writer had not been aware of ltlr. Robertsr connection with the late C.J.
Dennis, poet and writer. Mention is made of the Robertsr holid.ay hone at
Kallista, where Denni-s wrote parts of his famous trSentimental Blokerr. The
point of this iten is that the remains of the vehicles in lrhich these verses
were written now Iie in the back garden of our Chairnanrs home!

This coincj.dence began late in 1967, when a young Iady, enployetl by
one of our members, heard him and our Chairnan talking about old. trancar bodies
occasional1y being found and producing inteSesting infornation. She recalled
that, as a Iitt1e girl, she had played. on an oLd. tram or horse bus at a house
at Kallista. Actually, there were three vehicles on the property. A nutually
convenient tine was eventually arrangetl, and Bob and. f duly arrived at the
property (after getting 'rbushedn on our first attempt). The occupants of the
property (who were about to move out) ctuly confirned the reports of the
vehicles, but it was obvious that they had. long since ceased to exist. The site
of two of the bod.ies was covered by what can only be d,escribed. as an enormous
pile of blackberry bushes. Eowever, we were directed. to a pile of tangled iron

to all concerned for their efforts to nrn the tour'
assisted. with their plrysieal end.eavours to move the
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work near the fence, ancl tol{ to 'rtake anything usefirltr. Bob and f looked at the
pi1e, looked af, each other, and. slowIy started, sifting. We could. recogrrise some
parts, but not others. We eventually decid.eci to take the lot; uaybe someone else
could sort it all out sone d.ay. lle then trudged to and fron ny faithful litt1e van
in the rain, slithering both up and d.own hilL, and. nearLy an hour later had the
back well and truly fiIIed. Bits of iron seenerl to protmd.e in all directions. One
large section (ttre franework for the quarter-turn stairs to the top deck) had. to be
left until the following week-end.. And so these itens arrived in our Societyrs
archives early in June, L964.

What were the vehicles? Some local reports say double d.eck horse trams.
Bob anti I feeL that they were double d.eck horse buses. The contour of roof ribs,
the presence of lanp brackets, and one or two other itens suggests the latter.
Also, the M.T.O. Co. did have sorne double deck horse buses which would. have been
surplus guite some time before the first liorld War, whereas, as far as is knom,
they never had any clouble deck horse trams. Another verTr practical problen wouId.
have been the rnethod. of transporting a bus or a tram to the property. Kallista, set
in the Dand.enong ranges, is very hilly, and the journey fron the roain road to the
property is not easy today - and would. have been rnuch hard.er sone 50 years ago. A
horse bus could. have been driven there relatively easily conpared with the problen
associated with getting a horse tran there.

Two sections of woodwork still adfiered. to one of the ribs
Fading white paint was edged with a faded blue line.

and carlines.

K. S.K.

IISKIP TO UY IOUII
by Andrew Eowlett.

Or Suntiay the L4th May, nenber Chris .Andrews and f hrocked. on the door of
the flat where Secretary John Fitzsinons resides. Thatts how it began
Soon we were on the Geelong Road with Chainnan Bob kentice and member Doug hosser
in Johnrs car. Destinatiorr -- the Benwerrin CoaI Mi,ne near Deans Marsh.

. After exanining nuseum car No. 22 at Geelong and deterrnining that it was
st1Il in good. cond.ition, we proceeded. by devious routes to Winchelsea ancl thence to
Deans l{arsh. Between the last-nentioned tor,rn ancl the turnoff that lead.s to the
top of tlre incline at Benwerrin, we inspected the long abandoned. right-of-way (nainly
cuttings) of the 5 ft. J ins. geuge tramway that ran between Deans Marsh station
ancl the Benwerrin coal nine. Arriving at the top of the incline, down which a 15in.
gauge cable-hauled. tranway connected the mines with the terni-nus of the 5 ft. 5 in.
tramwayr and. after exanining the concrete bases in situ, we waLked or rather, eased
our wey to'the botton of the incline, noting that since Bob had been there in 1955
the rails had been removed fron it. At the botton of the hill is a trestl-e over a
snall clieek. Ihe brid.ge narks the point where the rail still remains, although the
trestle itself is alnost non-existent. In this area lies about ten skips in various
positions anrl angles for apparently they were cut Loose at the winch-house which
caused them to go crashing to the botton of the hiIl. ffirilst we were down in the
valIey, we decided. to re-rail a skip, and later, to recover it for preservation and
restoration. Ihe selected skipwas then pushed. along a braneh line bthe open cut.
ft was then concealed. in the bush and we made a firn resolution to retunn in the
very near future to recove" it. We clinbed the hiLl to Johnrs car and made our !{ay
hone after visiting Bart'ron Donns to see what remainecl of Eaydents 5 ft. 6 j-n.
gauge line.
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The following week-end., a party conprising Chris .Andrews, John
Fitzsimons, John Rawnsley and his friend. Geoff Philips and sons and myself,
set forth for the Otways in Geoffrs V.I,l. truck. 0n reachin€i Benwerrin, we
clescendecl the grad.en inspected. the works and hauled. a second skip on to the
rails for a rln or two.

Now rroperation recovery'r began in earnest; using a rope and hunan
horse-power we slowly tlragged the skip upwards to the top of the hill. For an
hour, with nany rests, panting breaths and. slipping feet, we struggled up the
incline, Final1y, we usecl a block and tackle to ro11 the skip on to the back
of the tmck. (See lower picture f.P.l) After lunching at Deans Marsh, we
returrred. to Melbourne, unloaded the skip and placed it in the writerrs back
yard for storage.

Or behalf of the Museum, I would Like to thank Geoff Ptrilips for
again lencling his tnrck - the same one that was used at 200 in Septenber last
year and at Bentligo before that - and for volunteering hinself and his two sons
as helpers to urge the skip up the hill. fhe vehicle has been worked upon -
the undercarriage has been renewed. and. its bod,y prirrred, und.ercoated and sone
top-coats painted. appliett. Colour scheme ls Grey interior of the hopper,
Carnation Red erterior and black running gear.

Principal d.inensions of the skip are:-
Gauge
length (over body)
trilidth
Height
Wheels
CoaI capacity

15tt
29"
22n
7o..+"
7+n

7 .75 cu/tt.

NOTES AsOUT COAI MINING IN TIIX BENWERRIN AREA.

Coal nining began in 1897 wj.th the Great Western Coal l{ining Co.,
but coal winning was only on a small scale. However, the G.W.C.M. Co. was
taken over in Septenber, 1901 by the Great Western Colliery Co., who built
the 5 ft. 7 i-n. gauge tranway fron Deans Marsh station to the top of the
incline - a distance of B niles.

The incline cable-hauled tramway fron which we acquired the skip,
was originally to be built to a gauge of 2 fl. llhen the G.W.C. Co. took over
the original Conpany, the proposed gauge was altered to 1 ft. 7 in. It has
been reported that the tranway was in operation by Juae, 1907, when the
winching nachinery was installetl. The rails were obtainetl from the Beaumaris
Tranway Co. ltd.. about L9O2, for these rails became surplus to the requirenents
of the Beaumaris Co. on account of the aband.onment of a proposed tra.m line
from Beaumaris to Mord.ialloc; and fron Haydenrs tranway at Barrron Downs.
fhe G.W.C. Co. went into liquid.ation in Decenber, 1905.

The tra^nway lay id.Le for many years until L94I, when due to nar-time
coal searcity, the nine and tramway was re-opened. to open-cut nining, using the
trench nethod.. Thus the tranway operated until 1949 when the nine was closed.
The rails Iay semj--cornplete until 1954 rvhen they were removed. for scrap rnetal,
thus end.ing a sixty year o1d. tran line.
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PROVINCIAL PAXAGR{PES
BALLAXAT. }4AY ].957

The conversion of d,estination blintts to black writing on ',rhite calico
is now well in hand. Ten cars having been done to date.

Single Truck car No. 27 was over the pits for a re-wheel.

Maxinun Traction ear No. 77 Ls the first Ballerat tran to have liouicl
envelope sprayed all over i-ts roof.

Further lengths of 50 lb rail have been laid. on the Sebastopol line.
The track gang was working not far fron the outer terninus. Dxtensive use of tie
bars between the new-laid. and. o1d. rail- was noted.

When two notor cars collicied. at the corner of Elrre Street and. Dnrnnond
Street South on Tuesdayr May 30th, one of the cars was overturned on to the tram
lines thus causing a clisruption to tran services on the Sebastopol route. Tram
passengers had to walk from one tram'to a waiting tran at the other sicle of the
accident scene, as the S.E.C. operated. a shuttle service until the roadway was
cleared..

BEmrcg:_-w--19€2.

Track naintenance has been carried out on the QuarrTr Eill line between
Mi1lar and Carpenter Streets.

Maxiuun Traotion car No. 4 has beenre-wheeled. and at the same time, a
general truck overhaul and naintenance was completed..

Single Iruck tram No. 6 has also had a conplete truck overhaul -
re-wheel, brake rigging etc.

BAILARAT. JULY, 1957

The offsid.e rail in the road. that leads fron Wend.ouree Parad.e into roads
"0 and ltr at the Depot, has been lifted and repacked.

Single Tnrck tra^m No. 11 has had a truck overhaul - re-wheel, attention
to bral<e rigging, new stringers fitted etc.

L35 Through Road,
Burwood., Jl25t

The Friitor, trR.Jrr. 17th Ju1y, 1957.

Dear John,

Would you be good. enough to spare a little space inItR.Jrrto allow me to
say rrthanksrr to Bob Prentice for his kind. remarks about me in the Aprl1 issue.
My withtlrawal from active participation in our Societyrs work was a hard decision
to nake, and., on looking back, f probably should have done so several weeks
previously, because a person is capable of being able to do so uuch; beyond. a
reesonable point one starts to ask for trouble. I will certainly be arounil still,
although uainly i.n rrtheor'1rtr for the tine being; I tn st that it wilL not be too long

. before f can once again make nyseLf useful. Finally, I would like to record my thanks
to Bob for all the work that he has done for us; without his enornous contribution

, (and this roay'be verified. from the Man Hours figures) we eouLd not have progressed.
as far as ue have in the pursuit of our various aims.

Yours sincerely'
K.S. Kings.


