
.'oL.',l0
'\o 5

JCTOBER
J/5

35 cents

Registered at the G.P.O., Melbourne, for transmission by post as a periodical - category "c"

:l.i'



RUNNING JOURNAL, OCTOBER 1973

Tramwey

&cieT
fif-Vtaoriu
%td.

The Tramway Museum Society of Victoria Ltd. was founded in 1963 as

a voluntary non-prof it organisation to preserve Victoria's Tramway
Her itage.

Running Journal is published bi-monthly and issued free to members.

Subscriptions for non-members ($2.50 p.a.) are obtainable from-
"Running Journal Subscriptions",55 Baird St., East Brighton,3187.
Editors: Messrs. A. Howlett and G. Brevdon, 204 Carlisle Street.
Balaclava 3183.
Membership enquiries: Mr. B. George, 16 Saladin Ave., Glen Waverley 3150.
Hon. Secretary; Mr. L.N. Millar, 16 Lodge Road. Hartwell 3124.
Registered Office: 332 Flinders Street. Melbourne 3000.
Museum premises: Union Lane, Bylands 3600.

Publication Code: AT ISSN 0035-9947.

-1 z

*t:

'ffiW*%W W€&

COVER Driver Richardson of West Brunswio
and two passengers pose beside Zoc
horse trdm No.43 at the Royal Pan
termrn,us.
(R W. 

$5een 
Collection)

1'. A crowded open cross bench car
rurirbles through Royal Park on a r

sunny Melbourne day.
(P.W. Duckett Collection )

The aftermath of the fire which
destroyed the Zoo horse tramwaY
shed and cars - 4th. Nov.. 1923.
(Melbourne Sun).

Car No. 43 at the entrance gate of *
Melbourne Zoologica I Gardens.
(M.G. Rowe Collection).
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THE ZOC HORSE TRAM
Ey A" E. Tv,ren-tyman "

It is now fifty years since the Zao horse tram ceased to
operate. The Line was opened on ltlth lilarch IB90, and ran between
the junction of Gatehouse Street with RoyaI Parade, Parkville, to
the rnain gates of the Zoo, a distance of .62 of a mil-e. The double
track through the Park was almost flat, the plan of the route was
like an elongated rtSrr and finished nBar the main entrarrce to the'Zoo, where the car shed and stabl-es h,ere situated.

Tlvo open cxoss bench trars, about the same size as a cable
trail-ere drawn by two horses were used on the l-ine. These cars
had canvas curtains which cou.Ld be drawn horizontally in case of
inclement weather. They u/exe given ltorthern group numbere 252
and 253.

Gongs, the same as fitteC to the eable dummies, were installed
at each end on the hood over the end platforms, where the driver
etood. The driver was obliged to lead the hbrses from one end to
the other at each terminus, and he al-so attended to the coLlection
of fares.

Transfer tickets wexe evailable between the Btunswick cable
.Iine and the Zoo Line, but this concession was withdrawn on 7th
lvlarch, I92I.

It is presumed that the open cars were built for the pro-
posed horse operation of the 5t. l(ilda Esplanade lina, they wexe
simil-ar to some of those in use in America end in English watering
places at that tiine. A newspaper report of' 1889 states that they
were used on the 5t. Kilda Road, High Street and Brighton Road
routes, but pxoveC unpopular; apparently they were buiJ-t as soon
aB the BriEhton Road fleet of cars was completed, for it is afmost
certain that the buiJ.ders numbers \^,ere 324 and 325.

In view of the opposition by the Council and citizens of 5t.
KiIda to a horsc operated tramwey, the FieLbourne Tramway & i.jmnirrus
Company must heve decideci to put the cars to use by building E

tight line along the road through the Royal Park.. The decision
to build this line was probably made in the J.ight of the Ccmpanyrs
experience with the horse drawn omnibuses, which operated on the
Erunswick route prior to the cable cars. At various times, and
especially on holidays, the Brunswick horse omnibuses were diverted
from Royal Parade to service passengers to and from the Zao.
SeveraL larger buses drawn by three horses wexe in use on the
Brunswick route,

The Zpo l-ine track was not paved with wood blocks as used
on the cabl-e lines, but was in the nature of a tarred Macadam road,
and was, ae far as can be remembered, fairly rough, and with a
deal of loose metal ly5.ng about.



PAGE 4 RUNNING JOURhIAL 0rT0BER r973

At some later date the Company transferred two cab-l-e cax
traif ers f rom the Port Mel-bouxne l-ine. The drawbar equipment
and the guards from around the wheels i^Jere removed anci this
lightened the weight by six cwt, The cars were numbered 42
and 43 (buil-ders numbers 452, 453). The original fleet at Port
t{eLbouxne was twenty cars but as patronage did not come uP to
expectations many of the cars were transferred elsewhere.

Early in l-9J-9 experiments
conducted on one of the closed
the horses, but the scheme was
doned.

with a oetrol driven motor were
cars with a view to replacing
not satisfactory and was aban-

The Victoria Police strike took place early in November
1923 when great damage was done to shops and other buildings in
the City. The Zoo horse tram shed and the four calcs were des-
troyed by fire, the horses escapeci, but this put an end io
another of Mel-bourne I s boom time enterprises. It is dif f icui-t
to say whether the line coul-d have survived the ciepression years
p rior to the l- ast Worl-d wal , as at t hat time there was J-ittl-e
or no interest in rr',taining sornething j ust f or its novelty cr'
historical- interest. Eut, of course, had it been retained until-
the present time, i-t surely would have become one of Melbournefs
most popular attractions.

FROi'4 THE PRT55

Contributed by Brian Young,

hlith the fitting of Marker Lights (tail and additionaJ- head
lights) to Mel-bourners trams virtually completed, the foJ.lowing
extract makes interesting reading:-
lTRAM REAR LIGHTS. 'fAGE'r, r7/B/1935.

Replying yesterday to the statement by the Secretary of the
Royal lvlobiJ-e Ci-ub, that no reason had been given why trams shoul-d
not carry a rear red light, the manager of the Tramways Eoard, 1"1r.
A.D. Murdoch, said trams, which ran on fixed rail-s, were 45 feet
Iong and were lit at night by eighteen electric lights, including
a rear destination sign. They h/ere not an inconspicuous feature
of the welJ. lighted streets in which they ran and motorists u/ere
well- aware that they stopped every 2DO yards or so to pick up and
set down passengers. A11 recent accidents in which rnotor cars
had coll-ided with the rear of trams had been caused not by thrs
absence of a rear red light, but because the motor drivers had
been traj-l,ing the trams so closely (in order to rrcut inrton other
drivers who were running on the left of the street), end so care-
lessJ-y, that they were unab.l-e to pulJ. up when the tram stopped.
In one accident of this nature l-ast week the motor driver coLLided
with the rear of a tram . .in daylight, showing th at the presence,
or absence, of a red light made no difference at a.lL to the motor-
ist who was pnepared to sacrifice safety for speed. tt
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RETIREIVENT OF R W. HOUGHTCN*
By D. Plenzies.

0n the llth August, 1973, at the ripe old age of 60, Ron
Houghton retired af'ter 33 years of service with the Tramways
Doard. The ttluck of the rosterrr had made him the gripman on
the Last cable tram in Bourke Street on 26th 0ctober, I94O.

His story, when taken in the context of todayts labour
shortege makes interesting reading. He was trained as a con-
ductor early in l-940 but then entered a rrpooltt, Es the Board
t^/as fully staffed at the time and there was a huge waitj.ng list.
This is in contrast to the operating headaches Depot Plasters
of today have to contend withl namely a shortage of over 460
men at present.

lurlhile waiting for a job he was caLled to train as a gxip-
man on 23rd May 1940 and received no pay during this period,
He started on that duy at Clifton Hii-l Depot where the present
Assistant Traffic Manager, Mr. N, Elliott, was a Depot Masterts
Clerk.

tdhen the cable trams closed the cebLe tram drivers were
trained for drivinq the new diesel buses.

Ron did not want to go on the buses and expressed the desire
to drive the electric trams from Kew Depot which, unfortunately,
wa$ fully staffed, so j-t was back to the |tpoolrr again. He was
placed at Head 0ffice as a conductor to work when and where re-
quired. He started at Kew on J-st December, I94Or ds a conductor,
training right away as a driver. A further 12 months was spent
as a conductor/driver before becoming a driver outright, a.pos-
ition he held until the end of his working life.

We wish Ron and his wife good health and best wishes j-n his
retirement.

MC, DONALDS
332 FLINDERS

SHOEWAY
ST IVELB

oco
SMYTHES MENS WEAR

ROAD359 GLENHUNTLY
ELSTERNWICK
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FAREWELL CABLE TRAMS
By D. Menzies.

0n 25th 0ctober, 1940, Ron Houghton, as mentioned earlier
in this issue, drove the l-ast cab.l-e tram up Bourke Street and
into Cl-ifton Hill Depot for the l-ast time. The end of an era
in MeLbourneIs historyI

The cabl-e tram was a while dying and it j.s interest i.,nig: to
browse through the paper cuttings of the time which manage to
give a hint of drama over the affair. The Sun, for 19th April,
L94D, for example carrj-es the following headl-ines': nCabLe
Trams to be run to deathrr. It goes on to say rrTo conserve oil-
supplies, the Eourke Street cabl-e trams will run until the
cabl-e breaks, and then the service wil-I be taken up by the new
doubl-e deck buses, rr the Chairman of the Tramways Board (tutr. H.
Bell-) said yesterday. 'rThe cable might snap tomorrow, or it
might last three monthsrr. At this time Adolf and his lads were
tramping over Vr/estern Europe and the cables came f rom the U. K.
There were pictures of the new buses being driven overland from
Adelaide; the new to drive out the ol-d.

The employees had a farewefl smoke rright at the Ncrthcote
Town Hal-l on 9th April, I94O, to say farewell and swap yarns of
the o1d days.

0n 2nd 0ctober there was speculation that cable trams may
again trundle along Lonsdal-e and RusseLl Streets on the Johnston
St. B;idge route as the City Counc-iL was told by the Tramways
Board that they did not intend scrapping the Lonsdale Street
tracks. The Board was concerned that petrol rationing might
affect existing transport. Rumours were rife. Howevel, on
26th 0ctober the last cable tram went off the Melbourne streets
at 9 p.m. with buses taking over. There was a fear of vandals
wreck:r-ng the trams as they had done on earlier cl-osures. The
main worry was the patrons of the Princess Theatre. The Age of
27th 0ctober states that the Tramways Board Chairman was not
prepared to keep the cabl-e going for any longer for safety reas-
ons. It was stated that the life of a cable was L7 weeks, but
by meticulous examination and careful- maintenance the rope en-
dured for a further 38 weeksr a period that was easily the long-
est in the history hf the system. The Board did keep the engine
houses, tracks and tunnels in running order so that, if the nec-
essity aroser Ef, extension of the war for instance, preventing
the importation of adequate supplies of fuel.'oiJ, the cabJ.e
trams could be resurrected for a further period.

This did not happen of course and an interesting era 5.n
Melbourners history ended quietly - an era that seems to evoke
more nostalgia than anything else. The few cable crews that
survive in the Tramways Board J-ook back with pride ontrThe Days
of the Cab.l-esfr.
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lrle reprint the folJ-owing EditoriaJ- which appeared in the
July-August, 1973 issue of rrTramway Topicstr the of f icial-
Journal- of our three New Zeal-and contemporaries. It contains
points that are both interesting and pertinent to our Society,
and we commerrd its messages to al-l- readers.

rflt is from the Public that each of our Museums receives
its support, its patronage, and therefore its ability to survive.
But lrow often do wE, the workers at the Museums, regard them as
a nuisance, a necassary evilr and even as an impediment to the
full enjoyment of our hobby of preserving trams?

rrPriorities in Museum development can sometimes be cl-ouded by
forgetting that the level of pleasure and satisfaction derived by
the public is a sure measure of the support and esteem by which
the Museums are and wiJ-J- be he-l-d. 0ne dissatisf ied or upset
visitor wili not return and can ceuse many others to stay away.
0n the other hand, a person who enjoys his visit rvill- tell others
about it, and more likely than not come back himsel-f before very
Iong.

rrThere are several simple but often neglected matters which
shoul-d receive attention from aff members. Loading and departure
ateas for the trams must be kept tidy (as shouLd al1 Museum
premises ) , and cJ-ear1y signposted. Vehicl-es shoul-o be cl-ean and
thoroughly swept. The tram crew and ticket seLlers must be neat-
ly attired and abJ-e to present a good image. AlL members working
in and around public areas of the Museum should adjust their be-
haviour accordingly "

trThe vital- importance of good public re-l-ations can easily be
underestimated. If this aspect of our l4useums was given a higher
priority than formerly, it could not but have a beneficial effectfl

THE EYLANDS SITE (f,ontd. from Page

pleasant views of the countryside
enhaled. AIl told, a pleasant one
in a drive to the rrnedr northrt. A
SaLes Department is avaiJ-abJ-e for

r0).
and plenty of fresh air can be
or two (or three) hour break
l-imited range of items from the

purchase.

!JURK PABTY - SUNDAy, DECfi'ilBER 23. 1973.

The usual Sunday work party (and Batman Avenue ttpick-uptr)
wiJ-I be cancel-Ied on December 23rd, due to the rrGolden Jubilee
Tourrr with No. 2r9. caretaker George ll.liJ-cock wilJ- act as guide
for this dry at Eylands, and the site wil.L thus be open to
visitors.
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A PIJOTC APPRECIATED
It was good to see that photograph belonging to Keith Kings

on the cover of Running JournaL (June j-ssue) and to read the
list of the trams shown in the picture. It was not often that
one saw the three main types of tram used in Bendigo - maximum
traction bogie cars, single truck combination cars, and Bj-rney
safety cars on the one track at the same time. 0n1y at Easter
could one see so many trams grouped together, and just a few
yean.s later, the number of trams brought out for f aster was
notic eably smal-l-er ,

No. 24 is shown in the livery that all the bogie cars then
in Bendigor and the others that arrived in 1951, had wi-bh one
exception. The first bogie car to arrive in Bendigo, No. 23,
instead of being painted green only between tops of windows and
the roof , was there painted green above and cream be1ow. 'trrl hen
yet another five bogie cars arrived from Geelong, they firsi
appeared in the same scheme as 23, but wi-th coach l-ines adcied.
A1,J- bogie cars werej eventually repainted in i:he same \rJo$2 which,
except for dash canopies and zebra stripes added later, was the
way in which trams a;:peared as long as they were part of the
S.E.C. service. It nas only in very recent years that bogie cars
ventured onto the Golden Square-North Benciigo route. It h/as not
unusuai for four or five of these veterans to be running simuJ--
taneously, in business hours, between Quarry Hil--l- and the rrEotoughrr

One of the obvious advantages of bogie cars is (usual-ly)
doubl-e trolleys. This came in handy several- times in Bendigo
when bogie cars were seen with a bent pole hooked down at the
rear and the front pole rotated as on a single-truck car. How-
ever ihe truck cars are not to be scorned. One day I noticed a
single-truck cat towing a broken-down bogie car frpm the Gol-den
Square termj.nus. The coupling was plenty of utire cabl-e and
speeds were sl-ower evBn than +-he usuaJ-. Although one tro'l ley of
the bogie car was bent, I assume that that h,as not the onJ.y prob-
lem.

The Birney cars were not only the most modern trams in Bendigo,
giving a smooth if sr,vaying ride, but also the most interesting,
especial.Iy to visitors from abroad. Quite a few yeaxs ago some
vexy keen Americans wished to buy al-l the Eirneys in Bendigo to
return them to their I'birthplacefr. Happily they did not suffi-
ciently tempt the 5.E.C., but they received a ride on four llirneys,
four bogie cars and two older truck cars as a consolation prize,
as part of an organised touri

I cannot remember seeing No. 30 running until the mici or l-ate
f if ti-es, although the others wexe aJ-J- observed regularly bef ore
tHen. Todayr a pa{ticularly interesting question is the locatj-on
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and condition of
bility uncertain,
l-5 which is stiJ-l-
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the body of No. 27. I have been told, relia-
that No. 27 was damaged but no worse than No.
on wheels.

The single truck combination cars are dear to me, Since these
are the ones on which I travelLecj most, oF the Golden Square
line. In the years that I can remember (1951 onwards) tfre usual
cars were 19, ?O, and 2I, and equally rrodd-caf| I3, although
sometimes a Birney was substituted. For most of the d.y three
trams provided the service and at nightr and on Sundays, only
two were needed. Usually at least one Birney was substituted
for one of the oLder truck cars. In the J-ast stages of the s.E.c.
era trams ran on all rines at the off-peak frequency all- riay.

No. 10 appeared on severaJ- occasions, when during a peak
period r saV af ter the picture matinee or when a rrRailway Stationrt
car was neededr df, extra tram was required for only a short per-
iod. 5o did No" 6, which shouLd not be confused with the pres-
ent No. 6 ex-EaLJ-arat. These unconverted cars ran only on the
Quarry HiIl-EagJ-ehawk route as required when I saw them. 0n the
other hand the four """gul-arrrconverted truck cars mentioned
above each took their turn at sometimes working the other route,
mostly on Sundays. Whenever I saw l-0 and 6 they always had
door bl-inds rol-J-ed down aLJ- alonE one sicie, regarciless of good
we ather.

Another old car, No. 4, which was superseded by the baqie
cars coming from GeeJ.ong, is stiJ-l- in Bendigo not far frr::r, my
hcrne. Unconverted, it was scrapped and soLd to some peopJ-e l-iv-
ing in Specimen Hil-J,. The husband used to cirive a taxi vrith
the company for whom I work. The tram is not really restorable,
but although for years it has been a garden shelter come por-
plant storage, it stii-l l-ooks very much like a tram. It has hard-
ly been aJtered structurally, although it was repainted off-white:
the number still shows through the paint on the apron.

I was never lucky enough to spot the No.7 shown in the pic-
ture although rarely I did see No. 12 and also No. 16 which, Like
r2, has been stored for years. The last time I can remernber 16
running she did not souJ-d the best and even at low speeds had a
very J-oud knocking sound. 0ver the Easter holiday this year,
many of the trams were on display outside the tram si-red ieaving
others visibLe inside behind a cyclone mesh barrier. tn at
least one duy No. 12 appeared outside the shed, in the depotrs
inner yard"

From my home h,e could hear the trams running on the two
routes, being midway between them, a mile fromthe Post 0ffice.
The grinding of the bogie cars running around the curves in
Ironbark over the hiJ-ls, the lurching sound of the single-truck
combination cars and the high-pitched whine of the Birneys were
distinct sounds. Even now at nights I sometimes seem to hear
them again. Since no trams ever run at night for the Bendigo
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Trust, and trams cannot run
heavy transports or revving
these sounds on.J-y when I am
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towards Esglehawk at all, it must be
motor cars. I must con'Fess I hear
tire, perhals half asleepl

Although for years a casual. observer of Bendigo tramsr mV
appreciation of them took a big step forward with the publishing
of rrTHE BENDIG0 TRAM!ilAYS an IJ-lustrated History'r written by
K.5. Kings. The Bendigo Trustts new booklet (since Easter) calledtrTalking Tramsrr is worth reading and has many new and interesting
photographs, but it shouJ-d be noted, has no night photos and does
not cover all the information in Keithts bookr especially earlier
track Iayouts, and track and bridge reconstruction. Also the
editing of the joint publishing effort by the A.R.H.5., A.E.T.A.,
and T-|'.4.5.V, is flawless.

The sarne book has been a great help to me and I gladly ack-
nowledge it. J. A, Theodore. ( Bendigo ) .

THE BYLANDS MUSEUM S1TE
Many of our steady stream of Sunday visitors to Eylands state

that they had difficulty in finding the site. This is quite under-
standabl-e as Union Lane is unmarked and there are no signs indi-
cating where the Museum is located. We have been aware of this
situation for many months, and an application was made to the toun-
try Roads Board early this year for signs to be placed on the High-
way" Whilst acknowLedgnrents have been received to the application
and nfoJ-low-upsttr oo decision has yet reached us on the type and
location of the sign,/s or their cost.

To assist visitors to find the site general and sectionol maps
have been drawn and are printed in this issue. Additional- crpies
are available from the Secretary if you desire to give thl:nr to re-
Iations or f riends. Whilst f aciJ"ities are limiteC at prEr',:'Fr+'e
visitors are nevertheLess quite welcome. to have a picnic Jr:nch on
the site and to stay for any length of time. Admission is 4O cents
donation per car, and this includes a set of Notes on the Soc-i-ety
and the Exhibits on site, and a colour postcard of Mr. Twentymants
cable trams. (5o many visitors have asked if we had a cabfe tram,
or whem the cable trams would arrive, that we decided to incJ-ude a
postcard in the admission donation as a form of consolation, ,These
enquiries are yet anather tribute tc the foreeight of Mx" Twentyman
in obtaining the cabJ-e cars for preservation between 32 and 43 years
ago).

TMSV members and their immediate family are admitted free of
charge to the site, but are asked to present their current member-
ship card to the Guide so that ernbarrassi.ng situaticns wiLl not
arise. Tel-l your relations, f riends, workmates, about B-vlands.
An interestimg time can be had looking at the tramsr photcrdisplays
and exhibit cases which are on site. In addition, there are

(contd. oFr page 7 )
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N/U SEUM NEWS

Since my l-ast notes we have surmounted the hurdJ-e of September
30th and.have commenced nailing iron in place for the east and west
wal-ls - another two landmarks in the Societyts progress. A report
on September 30th appears elsewhere in this issue, but I feel that
thanks must be expressed to ai-] those members who contributed some-
thing towards making the d.y a success. These include the chaps
who spent one to four days on Show D"y, the Friday and Saturday
setting the plece up and Sunday staffing the Gqtes and Exhibits
and then doing a quj-ck partial dismantling of some itemsl also those
members and their wives and mothers who baked the scones and pikelets
and staffed the afternoon tea tabfes; likewise to the 5ales Depart-
ment crew who earned us a few more useful- do-l-Iars. A11 told a very
good team effort from soma two dozen people. The only poorl aspect
was the weather I preceded and f oli-owed by many days of bl-ue skies,
the Sunday was overcast a-l-l doy, with a f ew drops of rain r ard, dut'
ing the R.H.5.0.V. official- visit period, the wind bJ-ew a mincr
galei Such is the trl-uck of the weatherrr.

!/ith new and secondhand building materials stil-I in short supply,
we stil-L have only hal-f the timber f or the wal-l girts. The rest is
promised for the end of November; but wasnrt it all promised for
last June? I !i/e stili- hope to have tht-: side wal-f s completed by the
end of the year, but it depends on tlre secondhand timber yards.
However, there are plenty cf other jobs to be done, and the Ittegu-
larsrtare always extremely pleased to see a new face or shauld I
say a ne\^i pair of hands,l Pl-ease come along any Sunday, and have a
pleasant d.y in the country while you spend a few hours helping to
bring oux goal of an operating tramway museum for Victoria a littJ-e
cLoser. Married members can incJ-ude a family picnicr and there are
several acres of qround to wlrich the chil-dren can devote their
e nergy I

K.5. KINGs"

RAIL5.

Several- J-engths of Ii-ght-weight (about 4C lb. per yard) grooved
rail were acquired recently, thanks to Mike Duncanrs keen eyes. He
spotted them lying at the edge of the M.U.R.L"A. works site in
h/ell-ington Parader hEar Spring Street, City. A heciic series of
telephone calls saved the raiLs for usr and stopped them being cart-
ed to the tip. Dur thanks to friends in M.U.R.L.A., tvl. & M.T.B. and
V.R. for their assistance in this matter.

It is possible that such raiL was used during the construction
of some cf MeLbourneIs horse tramv;ays. It is lighter than used on
the nahle srrstem. These lengths were possibly Left at this l-ocation"J'
by a contractor many years ago. They are now at Bylands and coul-d be
used in connection with the pxoposed cabfe tram display area.
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SOCIETY ADDRESS.

The Museum Board xecently decided to acqu'ire a Post 0ffice
Box for the receipt of rnail. This action stemmed from the fact
that the building in which rt 332rr is situated was auctioned earJ-ier
this year, and could become another job for rrV/helanrt at some time
hence. If tt 332tr is demolished, we would have problems with re-
direction of maiJ-, particularly in view of recent changes to postal
regulations. Although it is two years since we changed from rtl4l-
High 5t. rr to rr332rr, we stil-1 receive mail- sent to the o-l-d address.
Consequently, it was decided to rrl-ook aheadrr and try to f orstaLl
such problems with rr332ttby getting a ttpermanenttf address in the
form of a P.0. Box.

0ur registered address is stiJ.l at 332 Flinders Street, MeI-
bourne, and Sales Department material can still be purchased there.
Likewise, our gratitude for the use of spece and time continues to
Mr. Scholten and Ron and we ask that you express your thanks by
purchasing your menrs shoes from n332nl

The new address is: P.0. Bsx 4916, FlaiI Exchange, Melbcurne,
3U01

GOI-DTN JUEILEE TOUR.

0ur usual- rfGoLden Sunset Tourrron Boxing D-y has been re-named
and brought forward three days this year. This is because No. 2L9
is officially 50 years old on this d.y - a day that mus! be commem-
orated.

The tour wilL depart fram South Melbourne Depot at 2.3O p.m.
be there by 2.28 p.m. and '',ri11 return at 8.35 p.m. !!g,inq is
vltel_tt-.ri.ggg-h.g-g!r so don I t be l-ate. If the loading is suf f icient
No. 553 the l-ast WZ built wiJ-t run with No. 2I9. Come along
and meke this happen, and enjoy such events as:-

x 2I9 and i-041 toqether.
x 2L9 and some other old V/ cars at the original (1906)

Essendon Shed, f rom which \nl cars ran in the mid-l-920rs.
x 2l-9 and f040 (our last rrconventional'f tram) together.
x 2I9 and decorateC car 900 together.
x 2I9 and 553 together.
x 2I9 without marker lights, AII other trams have been

f itted, but the lL1. & 1"1. T. B. have generously def erred
2I9 until next year especiaily for this tour.

x 219 will visit such hl and Vrl2rrstamping gxoundstras
Thornbury, Essendon Depot, Maribyrnong River, Bulla
Road, RoyaI Park, Eastern Hill and 5outh MeJ-bourne.

x 2I9 will carry Essendon JJepot destination boxes.
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Refreshment breaks are provided at Essendon station and Bourke/
Spencer Streets (alight at Swanstcn Street for cafes if ciesired).
5al-es and Refreshment sections will- be open during the trip.
Fares: Adul-ts !$5.00; Children li2.00; Families - as arranged,
Enquiries: Ron Schol-ten (62-5592) , Dave lvlenz j-e s (62-029I, Ext .449) .

Make this youx Xrnas present to yourself . Come along, help our
funds, and make 653 run, too!

5ALE5 DEPARTMENT.

x To coincide with the Zoo Horse Tram articLe in this
issue, the timetabl-es of the Kew anC Hawihorn horse
l-ines have been reprinted, They are avaiJ-abJ-e at 30c.
each, plus postage.

x Christmas Cards, f eaturing lulr. Twentyman I s cab]e trams
are ?Ec, each plus postaoe.

x A series of black and white pictures featuring the
W2 class cars (starting from lrjo. 2I9) are on sale at
15c. each from 332 Flinders Street, Mel-bourne. The
range will- be expanded as time and sales permit.

x 51ides of historic Eell-arat trams (about 1962) are
avaif ab.Ie. Al-l- typ=s of cars are in stock, including
Nl n 17

x The usual- wide range of books, sl-ides and pcstcards
are also avail-abl-e.

METT I NG5.

L973, December 3rd at B.D0 p.m., Lecture Room, Flalvern Town Ha1l.
Bruce Tilley will be screening sl-ides from his recent over-
seas trip, mainly European trams, with some trolley buses.

I974, February 4th, as above. Preliminary notice - tramway movies
including Elackpool (and the Ill-uminations), and narrow
gauge steam railwaysin the U.K.

ROYAL I.IISTORICAL SOCItTY VISIT.

lespite poor weather, the vj-sit by membars of the Royal
HistoricaJ 5ociety of Victoriars Bi-ennial- fonference on the
It0pen D-ytt helC at the Bylands Museum on Sunday 30th September,
was most successful-. A fortnight earl-ier, the Bylands fl-eet had
been dramatically increased by three vehicJ-es and this undoubtedly
accounted for the interest generated by our display.
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\,Vith the previous Thursday being the Show Duy holiday, d FrurTr+

ber of members spent the day at Bylands to prePare the caIS and
exhibits and tidy the sitei Four members al-so attendad on the
Friday and stilJ- more over the weekend. With the exception of
No. 22, the interiors of al-l cars were available for inspection
and notices were affixed giving details of all- the vehicJ-es and
brief notes of their history. To improve their appearance' trolley
poles were fitted and the cars were cleaned out and dusted. The
trdantirna caris required a lot of attention and Dave Caddy, Dolin
Hurst and Gary Davey spent many hours cleaning grirne and paint
from the windows.

The newly lined switch-room was immediately PUt in use to
house the Bylands modeJ- and displays explaining the development
of the project and details of the tram colJ.ection. Additional-
ciisplays r"r= scattered in and about the cars and a large collection
of + inch to the foot nrodeLs were housed in No. 5BD. Signs vrele
attached to all major items of equipment and buildings, describing
their function and future use and al-l visitors received descriP-
tive notes on the museum and the trams on displa3i. Located in a

tent beside the depot building, Sales Department provided its
usual- grand display of publications anci souvenirs-

To coincide rvith the visit by ihe Biennj-al Conf erence members'
the Society declared the f unction an tt[pen Dayrr and invited a

number of special guests. The Hon. Fred Grimwade, M.L-C. and Mrs.
Grimwade were among the guests and expressed great interest in
the project and its progress. 0ther guests included senior Tram-
way Boaid officers, Council.Iors from the Shire of Kil-more and
Cily of Havrthornr and Mr. K. fulakepiece of Bendigo. 5un column.i-st,
Keith Dunstan, accompanied by a p'hotographer spent over 1+ hours
examining the museum and devoted al-most his whoLe column the next
d.y to a fine report of his visit. The Age was afso lePleselted
and an imaginative photograph appeared the following day. ATV

ChanneL 0 ifrot many feet of nerlrs fil-m but this has not yet appeared
on television.

As the duy progressed the weather deteriorated and just as
the two buses of conference visitors arrived, rain started to faJ-l
and a bitterly col-d south wind developed. Afiernoon tea was immed-
iately served in a tent Located on the platform and the visitors
then made a hurried inspection of the site before an early dP-
parture. Despite the weather, most people admired the museum and
the November h.H.S.V. NewslettBr praised our hospitality and the
work put into the siter PSPecially for the visit' Referring to
the Bylands project, the Director of the R.H.5.V. explessed the
thought thattrrttimately your museum will be of outstanding im-
portance in Victoriarr.

Thanks are due to tfiose members and friends who spent so much

time preparing for the Open Day especially those who undertook the
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R0YAL HISTORICAL S0CIETY VISIT (contd. )

afternoon tea arrangements, the 5al-es Department officers, and gate-
keepers liorm Cross and Ian Fiatthews. The intangible benefits of
the publicity received are impossible to measure, however the exer-
cise served to further define the estabLishment of the Bylands
Museum as the Societyrs contribution to the preservation movement
in Victoria.

WORKS RIPORT.

The September/October report could very easily be broken into
two sections: rrEefore September 30thtt and rrAfterrr. The former,
telling of the tremendous effort by our works team j-n completing
many outstandi-ng tasks, cleaning the trams and in general tidying
the site; 'nrhile the latter heading can tell- of the solid ef f ort
nade at completing the depot and to provide Vr/orkshop facil-ities.

ROLLING 5TOCK.

Happily we can report that another 3 trams have been moved from
Mel-bourne to our museum. One of these is ex-SEC ilal-J-arat car No.
36, wh j.ch is of course a new addition. Detail-s of i-bs acquisition
and transport, together wj-th Nos. 457 and 680, b/ere given in August
iltr | il

Tramcar 36, which was not immediately placed back on its trucks
due to failing 1ight, eventually moved into the depot on Showday
(27/9). Eob LiLburn took the opportunity to cLean and paint it;
Life Guards and these were refitted on September 3Oth. Bob also
did the Life Guards on the other trams at Bylands and applied SiJ-ver-
frost to the railings of Nos. 35 and I7. TroIIey poles and bases
have been fitted to alJ- Bylancis cars except 22 and 467, thus adding
considerably to the Tramway atmosphere. Ex-Footscray cars 457 and
580 have been emptied of the spare parrs and other fittings which
have been stored in them for many years. These cars have also been
cJ.eaned and their seats scrubbed to xemove bird droppings and gen-
eral dirt. For those who havenft been to Bylands recently, cars
are stored in the following order:-

No. I (west) road: 35, 580, 467 and 22.
No. 2 (east) road: Grinder 1, L7, Eallarat Scrubber, CabJ-e

Trailer Chasis, Tower waggon.

0rder is from the front to the back of the Deoot.

DEPOT.

ldork on our l4a j or Pra j ect paused slightly prior to the end of
September, while timber was acquired, sufficient for hal-f the walls,
and the corrugated galvanised iron for the East hJalL was transport-
ed to the museum. This iron was obtained when we bought the t.r.usses
and has been stored at Mr. Twentymanrs; it was transported to 

ij
a

T



OCTOBER L973

DE?0T (contd. )

Bylands free of charge on
East and !r/est wall-s beoan
0ctober 1.
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Geof f Maytlardrs truck. Erection of both
at the southern end of the deoot on

Construction work involves six horizontaL timber girt'sr'brack-
ted onto the vertical posts, with the f,.G.I. as cladding. New iron
in a l5ft. continuous run is being used on the hJest walJ-. 0n the
other walt the shorter (l-4t5tt; secondhand iron is being used, and
three foot sections will be cut to complete the cladding. At the
time of writing a totaL of J-U. bays have been enclosed, and with
sufficient en'bhusiasm, this irnportant task wilL be finished about
the end of the yeat.

Trackwise, the laying of Road 0ne was completed, the majority
in conjunction with the car movements rnentioneci previously. Two
additional Lengths have been laid onto Road One in front of the
depot to facilitate unJ-oading of the three trams received on Sept.
L4th.

ldil0R KSH0P .

At a recent VJorks Committee meeting, it was agreed to reserve
at Least the rear 30f t. of the depot as a Workshap, r';ith deveJ-oprnent
to commence once the walls were erected. As part of this project
the Ballarat hiheel Lathe is to be re-assemb.l-ed in this area. V/hen
our Workshop is cornpleted, benches wiLl be provided for wood and
metal.working, along with specialj-st tools and machines. Tracks
in the area wilL be filled to sleeper height (tnis has already been
commenced), and then concreted to rail level. Formwork for the
concrete base for the lathe has now been set Up. The lathe bed anci
parts uJere transported by crane from temporary storage near the
Store Shed to the rear of the Depot on November 4th, to al-l-ow the
final wood formwork to be instaLled and concrete to be poured.

Sh,ITCHROOM.

The internal lining of this building has been progressing slow1y
due to the personnel concerned being required on other more pressing
tasks. It was completed for the R.H.5.0.V. visit. Lined throughout
in Asbestos Cement Sheet wj-th timber skirting boards, it is a credit
to the painstaking work put into it by Chairman, Keith Kings, and
his father, Mr. C.5. Kings. At present the Switchroom,/Substation
is trearning its keeptt as a tr Mini-Museumtr, housing displays, but
we sincerely hope this is not the situation for long.

14USEUM AREA.

The sorting and'stacking of spare parts around the Storeshed
has now been completed, Ieaving the area far more prEsentabJ-e to
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the public. Part of the old railway loop and all the temporary
truckage has now been dismantled, so that when the Wheel Press and
some sundry rails and sleepers are removed work can start on
IeveJ-U-ng for the depot fan.

Before the Museum 0pen Day oux complete area was tidied, rub-
bish being removed and burnt, and other waste material removed to
the tip. Both entrance roads into the museum have been improved
with grading and gravel being placed in J-ow areas. KiLmore Shire
axe to be congratulated on the improvements made to Union LaneS
road and gutters have been re-formed and the whole Lane was re-
metaLLed,

ADDRESSING MACHINE.

For a number of years, all our Running Journal envelopes and
many mailouts have been addressed using the Puffing Billy Address-
ing Machine kindly operated by P.8.P.5. member Terry Norton. Due
to other commitments Terry has had to cease this operation, and
the ljluseum was faced with the dilemma of either having to hand
address envelopes or to buy an expensive machine. Luckily, we
have been donated a similar machine by lvlcKinley lrlil-son & Co.,
Stock Brokers of 1O Queen 5t., Melbourne, who were disposing of
equipment no longer required. lde also obtained a magazj-ne rack
and sone shelving. One of the partners in McKinley !ililsonrs is,
of course, Andrew How.lettrs father, whom we sincerely thank for
this genercus donation. Kej.th Stodden has now mastered the machine
and has addressed the envelopes for thiS issue of rrR.J,rr.

BYLANDS CONSTRUCTION SITE &
MUSEUhI EXHIBITS C'PEN FCR

INSPECT+CN

EVERY SUNDAY
HCLIDAY EXCEPT

AND PUBLIC
CHRISTMAS DAY

FRIDAYAND COCD
ll Ahl :- 5 PM

ALL VISITCRS WELCCME
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A mobile crane makes light work of
lifting X1 class car No. 467 from its
Wantirna South resting place f or transport
to the Bylands Museum. (8.A. Weedon).

Loaded and ready to roll. On the 14th
September, Melbourne X2 class No. 680
and X1 class No. 467 were moved from
Wantirna South to BVlands. (B.A. Weedon).

Ballarat car No. 36 rests temporarily on
sleepers to enable its maximum traction
trucks to be fitted. On Show Day, the
task was completed and No. 36 joined
the other six cars undercover. (M.Duncan).

September 30th. and over 200 visitors
including members of the Royal Historical
Society of Victoria's Biennial Conference,
converged on Bylands for our f irst big
"Open Day". (K.S. Kings & G. S. Breydon,l .

7&
8
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9. Cable trams and double deck
buses (background) shared the
Nicholson Street Depot and
Workshop yard for a brief per.k

during the conversion of lVlel-

bourne's last cable tram route
in October 1940. (M. & M.T.B

10: October 26th. 1940 and Mel-
bourne's last cable tram driven
by Mr. R.W. Houghton. leaves
the city bound for Northcote.
(lVlelbourne Argus).


